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Two Drew Hall Residents Shot Saturday
By Kerry-Ann Hamilton
Campus Editor

At about 2:30 am on Saturday
Morn ing two freshmen males
[ whose name will be be withheld
to safegaurd their safety J were
shot by an unidentified gunman
outside the Howard China Chinese
Carry Out.
According to Campus Police
Chief Reginald Smith the two
Drew Hall residents were escorting some females visitors from a
neigboring university to get a cab
on Georgia Avenue after visitation ended at 2 a.m.
"The young men said they
were waiting on a cab on Georgia
Avenue when a man drove up in a

dark green or black SUV [Sports
Utility Vehicle) 'when he grabbed
one of the young ladies and
demanded money," Smith said.
"The young men said they came to
her aid she was let go after handing over th., money she had."
The Chief said the students
began to flee the scene when the
alledged robber shot the two students. One of the victims was shot
three times in leg, while the other
was shot once. The students are
said to be in serious but stable
condition after undergoing surgeries at neigbooring hospitals.
Shawn Bogle, a Resident
Assistant to the victims in
Saturday's attack, sa id he was
able to see one of the residents

before they were taken to hospital.
"He was laying on the couch
in the lobby before the ambulance
arrived," Bogle said.
However, Bogie's account differs slightly from the campus
police.
"The residents and visitors
were waiting in the lobby where
being noisy and were ask~d to
leave the lobby area by the Front
Desk attendant," Bogle said.
"They then moved to the courtyard where the campus security
officer on duty instructed them to
leave the premisses. It was at that
point the residents left for Georgia
Avenue."
But Chief Smith said the residents had to get the cab on Georgia

Avenue because the cab company refused to pick the residents
up outside Drew Hall because the
area is said to be bad.
"My staff and I walked
throughout the building on
Saturday morning after the incident to ensure that students
received our support and we were
able to answer questions and
address concerns," said Mark
Lee, the community director of
Drew. "There were individuals
who where fearful, but there was
also anger as well."
,
At the time of press, the residents were recoperating in the
hospital. The investigation is Two residents of Drew Hall were shot
being
conducted
by
the early Saturday morning by an unidentiMetropoitan and Campus Police. fied gunman.

Hilltop Endorses Candidates

Mock Trial Team New
'Beast of the East'
B y Aisha Chaney
Managing Editor

The Hilltop endorses Charles Coleman for Graduate
Trustee, Jacques Purvis for Undergraduate Trustee, and
Daniel Blakemore and Faith Walls with reservation for
HUSA executive office.
See The Hilltop Endorsements in the Special
Magazine Issue Inside!

Howard University's Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. Mock
Trial teams placed first and
sixth out of 24 teams th is
weekend at the 2003 Eastern
Regional Tournament, hosted
by the University of Maryland
in College Park, MD.
Since
1990,
the
University of Maryland has
been the only team to win the
regional tournament. After
13
years, the Howard
University Mock Trial Team
became the new champions.
Other prestigious institutions participating in the
tournament included Duke
University,
Georgetown
University, Univers ity of
Virginia, Penn. State, and
George
Washington
University.
The competition consisted
of four, three-hour rounds, in
which the teams argued a
mock case between JJ
Thompson and Andi and Lee
Smith before two judges, to
determine if Thompson was
liable for the death of Derric
Smith, the Smiths' son.
The teams were scored by
using two ballots per round,
in which they were judged on
their opening statement, the

plaintiffs presentation of
their case-in-chief, and the
defense's cross examination of
the plaintiffs witnesses.
The defense then presented their case-in-chief to the
j udges by calling three witnesses, who were cross-examined by the plaintiffs attorneys.
The most crucial part of
the case was in the closing
arguments, when both sides
argued whether or not JJ
Thompson should be liable for
the death of young Derric
Smith.
After the final round was
complete, the ballots were
sent to the tallying room.
The outstanding litigating of the attorneys and the
acting of the witnesses were
recognized at the end of the
tournament
when
Top
Attorney and Outstanding
Witness awards were given
out.
Among the Top Attorney
award recipients was senior
legal communication s major,
Mia Harmon, who along with
co-captain and senior finance
major David Knight, led their
squad to an 8-o victory.
"All semester long we
have been encouraged to pur-

See TRIAL page A7

Quad Community Director, Green 'Resigns' Last Week
By Ke rry -Ann Hamilton
Campus Editor
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Former Community Director of the Quad , Donna
Green moves her belongings out of the building ·
after resigning .

affairs especially in D.C. and
with the threat of war and terrorism I wanted to move back
Donna Green, community to the West Coast and spend
director of the Tubman time with my granddaughQuadrangle, was said she was ter."
asked to leave the University
According to Green's
effective Friday by Interim accounts she turned in her
Dean of Residence Life letter of resignation last
Franklin Chambers, after she Tuesday to Charles Gibbs,
turned in a letter of resigna- Director of on campus houstion for May.
ing, who asked why she was
Green said she decided to leaving and she explained.
resign after this semester and However, Green said she
return to her ·home in received a call later from
California for family reasons. Chambers instructing her to
"With the current state of vacated her apartment locat-

ed in the Quad within 72 in the best interest of the
hours [Friday afternoon.)
University to prolong things."
Our efforts to contact
When asked if protocol
Franklin Chambers/ Charles stipu lated that Community
Gibbs to speak on the matter Director had to vacate the resihave been unsuccessful.
dence halls within 72 hours
Interim Dean of Residence Chambers said there was no
Life, Franklin Chambers, said written protocol.
Green handed in a letter of recWhen asked if there were
ommendation
and
the any prev ious discipli nary
University accepted.
actions taken agai11st her or
"When you have people warnings Green said no; but
working in sensitive areas she reca lls being reprimandthen you have the move to take ed by Chambers once.
care of things in tbe best
_interest of the University," See QUAD page A7
Chambers said. " It may not be

Student Leaders Question Elections
By Stephanie Crouch &
David Johns
The Hilltop

the School of Business, is disappointed with the General
Election staffs performance.
"I feel that the priorities
In a recent Hilltop article have gotten confused as far as
candidates were critical of the the General Elections Staff,"
General Elections staff, but Brown said. "Cancellation of
now some student leaders are speak outs is completely
speaking out against the unprofessional."
problems that have plagued
In an attempt avoid an
this year's election process as overlapping of roles the
well.
Elections Committee is left to
Stefanie Brown, former implement and enforce
Howard University Student guidelines, establish forums
Association President (2001- for 'fair' interaction between
02)
and
current candidates and students, and
Undergraduate
Student facilitate a political camAssembly representative for paigning process that is 'fair'

,.

to the candidates as well as
the general student body.
But with the perpetual
problems surround ing the
present state of the elections,
General Assembly members
now see a need to implement
change.
"At this point in time I
think that there needs to be a
check and balance," Brown
said. "We need to see what definitely has and has not been
done instead of going by
hearsay."
-

See LEADERS page A7

Inside
Do you dislike
the new housing policy? Do
something
about it!
JiJUiPI IOTO

Some members of the General Assemby feel elections are being poorly run.

See Perspectives,
page B7.

Chuck
D
Speaks
on
Campus
Voices

&
Views
Would you support a universitylvide walkout
against the war?

Cnl•in
Legal Communications
,Junior
'War is noc ncccs.!)ary. how('V-

er. I believe that students will
not ~nctit from the walk
our."

Crystal Belcher
Sophmore
Radio, TV and Film

By David Johns
Hilltop Staff Writer
It is not too often that an
invited lecturer abandons
his 'conventional' speech for
his 'jail' speech when
addressing an audience comprised of mostly college students, but that is exactly
what rapper/civil rights
activist/motivational speaker Chuck D did during a leoture last Thursday.
Despite the inclement
weather and the last m inute
cancellation
of
Congresswoman
Maxine
Waters who was scheduled to
be a co-speaker Chuck D was
not deterred from discussing
the state of t he hip-hop generation today with Howard students.
As a part of the Arts and
Sciences St udent Council's
Black Examples Sharing
Their Stories (BESTS) series,
Chuck D represented the
views of the state of the Black
youth in a lecture series
designed to discuss the convergence of political mobilization in Hip Hop culture.
"Maxine [Waters] does
her all the time, now it's my
time to do me,• jokingly
announced Chuck D. before
beginning a very relaxed and
candid conversation.
"The lecture series was
des igned to allow our examples to share their stories,•
said BESTS' program coordinator, Conrad Woody. "We
wanted to invite examples,
from both Hip Hop and politics, to share both perspec-

protc:-.l ;.Lg.1insl the \\. ar tac•
tics l$ well worth ih cause.
But if hundred, of thousands

hnve protested globally in
past weeks. what would col •
kge students do to change
his mind?"

Nathan Brewer
Senior

By M o nica Almond
Contributing Writer

Maxin e Waters was a no show but Chuck D spoke at
the Arts and Sci ences event Thursday.

tives and show how each
affects out generation and
community."
For a little over two hours,
Chuck D. spoke in terms students described as 'keeping it
real.'
A well known lecturer,
having visited at leas t 516
colleges and universities
throughout the nation within
his past 13 years on the lecture circuit, Chuck D. cited
the parallels facing the youth
today as he abandoned the
typical college lecture for that
delivered to youth between 18-

25.

"I came because I wanted
to say what was on my mind
about rap, race, and reality,•
Chuck D. said.
For a little over two hours,
Chuck D. addressed the realities of many students and presented a holistic portrait of See CHUCK page AS

"No. I don't think a walk
out would help. I'm prcny
sure thi< war i< taking place
whether we like it or not."

Spencrr Chenier
Education

Senior

"Allhouf:!h the University and
MUSA take a st.111d on the
issue. walking out 011 your
education is not it. People
who don ·1 even care will
walk out just to leave class ...

h\' IHR\ \
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"God is always preparing
the next generation ofleader•
ship,• she said whil e cit ing
weaknesses in those who are
not ready to let go. "Some folk
get afraid that the new leadership is going to steal their
program and take away their
thunder.•
McKenzie stressed ma ny
people go through the years
with more fears than th ey
can count.
"We are afraid we will be
rejects. We are afraid we will
make a fool of ourselves,•
McKenzie said.
"We are
afraid we will be a perpetual
s tudent and never a n alumn i

See CHAPEL page AS

By Ruth L. Tis dale

Officers

During the third ann ual
Black Face Awards Show,
Russell Simmons will be
honored for his entrepreneurship as well as his positive
impact on the African
American community.
After debating over five
candidates includ ing Oprah
Winfrey, Quincy Jones, and
Bill Cosby, the executive
board of the School of
Communications decided to
honor entrepreneur Russell
Simmons.
With the theme "Live at
the Red Carpet," this year's
show committee plans to do
better than the previous two
awards shows.
"Russell Simmons has
done a lot so we are trying to
cover everything that he has

done," Tanya Hoffler, producer of the show, said. "We plan
on having a 'Becoming a Def
Jam Artist' as well as many
other things."
Hoffler boasts a great
team.
• Producing an awards
show is a lot of work if you do
not have a strong production
crew,• Hoffler said. "I knew
that if I could not attend a
meeting, the production crew
would go on without me.•
Even with a strong production crew, there were
many difficulties faced by the
show's production team. One
of the main difficulties was
the weather.
"The recent snowstorm
and the deadlines has definitely been a hindrance to
production,• Keenon Perry,
director of the awards show,
said. "We have also been try-

Walk-Out For Peace
By Danielle Scruggs
Hilltop Staff Writer
On Mar. 5, a number of
Howard students will continue the university's long legacy of student activism by
walking out of class in
protest of an impending war
with Iraq.
At least that is what D.C.
native Peta Lindsay, a freshman activist and Act Now to
Stop War and End Racism
(ANSWER) Coalition .affiliate hopes for.
"H istorically, students
have been in the forefront of
protesting for change," says
Lindsay, citing that students
were the ones who protested
against the Vietnam War
and Apartheid in South
Africa. "Right now the only
force that can stop Bush are
the American people."
Lindsay remains optimistic about student participation. • Apathy is only due to
a lack of information.
People's sentiments are in
the right place but they don't
have the information to back
it up," she says. "If people
really knew what was going
on they would get active."

ANSWER organization
is a coalition of several antiwar groups and was formed
on September 14, 2001, just
three days after one of the
most devastating terrorist
attacks in U.S. history. The
coalition boasts four other
chapters and locations in
New York, Chicago, San
Francisco, and Los Angeles.
The coalition has organized numerous protests,
speak-outs, t each-ins, and
letter writing campaigns in
an attempt to preempt what
they deem an unnecessary
war with Iraq.
Lindsay fears if a war
with Iraq did occur, "the
financial cost
would be
ridiculously high and for
Iraq, it would be a meaningless massacre."
She feels war would give
the green light to attack other
countries the Unit ed States
feels are th reats.
Junior political science
major Ebony Glenn, who
serves as co-coordinator of
the Howar d chapt er of
Amnesty Interna tional, says

See WALK page AS
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the evolution of hip-hop and
its impact upon the social
construct of our world today.
"The street has its own
logic founded in illogic foundations," Chuck D. said
Illuminating t he absurdity of self-proclaimed 'collegiate thugs,' Chuck D.
addressed a reversa l in the
notion that students used to
command respect
when
ob taining
a
degree.
According to Chuck D. due to
changes in today's culture a
respect for knowledge has
been replaced by respect for
the streets. "We have gone
back to silencing the smart
kid in the class supporting
the class clown who knows all
of the words to rapper Fifty
Cent's " In Da Club," Chuck D.

Rankin
Chapel
at
Cramton Aud itorium was
full of attendees who came to
witness the Right Reverend
Vashti Murphy McKenzie
deliver a powerful and purposeful message that had the
audience intently engaged
in the nuance of her dialect.
Reverend McKenzie message •was entitled, "The Last
Word."
"We don't like to think
about it and we don't like to
believe it, but there are many
things that are out of our control,• McKenzie said.
The dynamic preacher
explained to the congregation that when things go
beyond the control of
humans, it results in a forced
chaos that leaves one vulnerable. She stressed the pertinence of not surrendering to
the chaos and letting God
have the last word.
Providing an example of
the realities of forced chaos
she focused on the United
States government and it's
warnings of securing plastic
and duct tape for safety

measures.
"We do not have nothing
to tape up, but we are going to
buy some d uct tape,•
McKenzie said.
Using 2 Ki ngs chapter
eight as a reference the reverend talked about the transference of power from the
prophet Elijah to Elisha and
how a successful transfer of
author ity is necessary in
order to continue the work of

Black Face Awards Show to Honor Simmons
Hilltop Staff Writer

"A school \\alk out to

Bishop MacKenzie
Delivers Powerful
Message

ing to pick talents for the different stages of the show.•
Finances have also been a
major difficulty to the production of the show. Mcfarlin
said that although the School
of Communications is able to
afford to have the awards
show, other programs had to
be sacrificed.
"[The Black Face Awards
Show] is a way for us to give
back and show honor and
respect to those that have
given so much to help
advance
our
people,"
Radiance Salem, freshman
and associate producer of the
awards show, said. "It is
impor tant that we honor
someone who has affected the
community so greatly."
The student run produotion is designed to be a learning experience for those who
participate.

Appointed
forGLBT

Students
By Danielle S cruggs
Hilltop Staff Writer

Ru ssell Simmons.

See SIMMONS page AS

Interest in Volunteering
By Chantel Ha rley
Contributing Writer

sored by Student Activities
and Circle K, challenging
Howard st udents to reaffirm
their commitment to participate and volun teer in the
community.
In conjunction with the
initiative, National Youth
Service Day, a campus-wide
community service project ,
has been scheduled for Apr.
11-13. Howard's goal is to
accumulate 10,000 volunteer and community service
hours by the end of the
month.
With the 17 organizations that attended, students
had the opportunity to talk to
representatives about their
programs and what they
offered. Some programs
entailed months of full-time
hour commitments, while
others required students to
volunteer one day a week.
Among the organizations were HUSA: Fam ily
and Friends Day • an event
targeted to young people in
the commun ity; Alpha Phi
Omega
National
CoEducation
Service

The
volunteer
fair
attracted more than 118 students. Even after the organizations had packed up their
information packets and the
disc jockey was moving out
his equipment, students
were still trudging up the
stairs to the Blackburn East
Ballroom to check out volunteer opportunities for themselves.
"Students want to participate, they're just uninformed of the outlets," Circle
K
Pres ident
Krys tie
Robinson said.
Community
Service
Assistant Director and coordinator of the fair, Nyla
Lyons, was pleased with the
outcome and said she was
proud of students that
showed up.
The volunteer fair was
the first link for some stude nts to become familiar
with a few volunteer opportun ities. It was also the
launch of 'Promise to the
Mecca,' the 2003 community
service campaign, spon- See VOLUNTEER page AS

This past fall, controversy swept through Howard
when several members of
the Showtime Marching
Band allegedly beat sophomore Daryl Payton because
of his sexual orientation.
Five
mon th s
later,
Campus
Police
Chief
Regi nald
Smith
has
appointed two Gay Lesbian
Bisexual
Transgender
(GLBT) s tudent liaisons,
Officers CeT enia Howard
and Charlayne Gordon will
handle reports of on-campus
hate crimes as well as samesex domestic violence.
This change has come
about from students' applying intense polit ical pressure on the administration
and Smith meeting with the
Bisexua ls, Lesbians, a nd
Gays
Organization
of
Students
at
Howard
(BLAGOSAH) in Sept.
Accor di ng Smi th the
liaisons came as a reaction
to concerns raised by st udents.
"I contacted the D.C.
Police and asked t hem if
they could assist me in providi ng training to height en
everyone's awareness a nd
educate the Campus Police
Department in terms of how
you go about hand ling complaints received from students, faculty, and staff
when they believe they were
victimized as a result of
their orientat ion," S mith
said.
The entir e Cam pus
Police Department was
trained and two officers
Howard and Gordon volunteered to be liaisons.
Unfortuna tely,
t he

See GLBT page A9
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ount Down to Elections
Campaigning Takes Over for Candidates
By Veronica-Marche
Miller
Hilltop Staff Writer

Justin George, An
Undergrad Trustee
Hopeful
By Monica Almond
Contributing Writer

on panels targeting healthcare and sexual dilemmas
at the university. Under
HACHU he is also a part of
the
Peer
Education
Program.
George's nuss10n to
become
undergraduate
trustee stems from the overall mission of the university
to prepare global leaders.
"I want to be trustee
because I want to guarantee
more opportunities t o current and future Howard students,• he says. "I want
Howard to continue to mold
people for the global community as well as offer an
environment of brotherhood
and prosperity."
He hopes to achieve this
goal by extensive preparation and an appropriate
mindset for the realities of
the position.
"It is not fair to say that a
trustee represents the students when he or she takes
an oath not t o discuss what

A native of Hawaii and
the son of southern parents,
Justin K. George believes
that his bid for undergraduate trustee is leg itimized
through his diverse life
experiences.
A 21-year-old international business major,
George speaks German as a
second language.
While at Howard, he has
spent his time out of the
classroom participating in a
variety of programs, which
have helped to expand his
role as a person with diverse
concerns and interests.
Currently a volunteer
with Howard Unjversity
Student
Association's
Political Action Committee
he has worked to inform the
student body.
This
undergraduate
trustee hopeful is also coordinator for the Health
Awareness Coalition at
Howard
Un~ers ity
(HACHU), where he has sat See TRUSTEE page A7

No story was completed for
Undergraduate trustee candidate
Silas Cardwell as he failed to provide The Hilltop with an interview
in a timely fashion.

Arts and Sciences
Election Accused of
Unethical Conduct
By Edith Sodolo
Contributing Writer

day.
For him, and anyone else
running in General Elections
this
year,
campaigning
involves so much more than
just hanging up flyers. Staffs
are set up, volunteers are gathered, meetings are scheduled,
and sometimes cancelled. The
time that candidates and their
staffsspend to publicize their
platforms and the elections is
considerable, and it is all to
make the Howard University
community aware that it has a
choice in who governs the
school.

Candidates Attend 'Kick-Back' Session
By David Johns
Hilltop Staff Writer

"I wanted to do something ultimately change that will don't allow for it."
to give back to the candidates. take place.
But, Elections Cl,air Corey
They give and give and recentWhile many speak outs Cunningham interj ected tha t
Candidates bidding in ly things have been getting have been cancelled due to candidates could perform
this year's elections were giv- hard on them so I wanted to weather and other circum- dorm sweeps after notifying
ing the opportunity partici- construct a program to give stances some candidates the Elections committee with
pate in a 'Kick Back,' forum back to them and encourage attribute the lack of candidate 48 hours notice.
organized by former Public tl1em to keep working hard," visibility to the strict regulaHowever, Merrick and
Relations
Director
Nell said program coordinator tions enforced by this year's other candidates main tained
Bradley on Saturday in the Bradley.
election committee.
that they did not know.
Drew Hall Resident Lounge.
The event also provided an
"It's not my fault that I am
Another point of conSome of the topics discussed opportunity for candidates to not as visible as I would like to tention for many candidates
included the importance of express their frustration with be," said Undergraduate is the chain of command that
leadership, how to effectively elections staff, which include Trustee candidate Kareem J . orders
communicatio n
promote their platforms, complacency within the lead- Merrick. • l want to wake up between E lections St aff a nd
negotiating stress, dealing ership, stringent regulations, one Sunday morning and hit the ca ndi dates .
with the press, and coping and suspicious practices up [flyer and campaign]
Under the regulation
with winning and losing.
involving
political alle- Meridian, just stand in the communication with the comProgram
Coordinator giances. Despite the short- lobby and talk to people about
Bradley said the candidates falls,
most
candidates the position and what I want to
deserved the forum.
expressed a sense of hope that do but I can't, the regulations See KICK page AS

List of Candidates
Provided By Electio11s Committee

Business
Anthony Watson
Secretary

Amber Williams
The grievance also stated
that the last Arts and
Sciences speak out was
biased towards Woody's campaign because Richardson
coordinated it. Richardson
admitted to defending Woody
and Henry because other
candidates were accusing
Woody of doing a poor job as
programs coordinator.
Despite these allegations
Richardson be lieves there
are no bias and everyone is
given a fair chance to campaign.
"I think that it is preposterous to assume that I favor
one candidate over the other
because of faces I was supposedly making," Richardson
said. "I might have raised
my brow a few times when it
was obvious that the accusations
were
not
well
researched."
Howard
and Smith
believe that it was not her
place to defend him because

There are many reasons
why the apathy rate for students voting in school elections is high. Candidates J.P.
Howard and Nathaniel
Smith believe that the disinterest in student voting
results from the corruption
going on in elections.
During the Arts and
Sciences election, Howard
and Smith both filed two
grievances against the local
elections chair, and opponents Conrad Woody and
Freda Henry for unethical
conduct.
The first grievance stated
that Orriel Richardson
should not have been
appointed as local elections
chair because her personal
and professional r elati onship with Woody would put
his campaign at an advantage. Richardson is program
director in the Arts and
Science Student Council and
See ETHICS page AS
Woody is her assistant.
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Campa igning
is
all
Cleveland
native
Daniel
Blakemore
does.
Campaigning, eating, and
sleeping that is. Here, the word
isn't used in the sense of handing out photocopied handbills.
Rather, it requires strategic
planning - scheduling dorm
sweeps, preparing speeches,
and meeting with committees
- in order to effectively present
his platform in the race for
HUSA president.
Blakemore says that it has
become similar to holding a
full-time job, demanding as
much as 8 hours on any given

on the same page. Ask him
what his average day is like
and he won't be able to give you
a concrete answer. "It depends,
whether it's Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday, or
Friday," he says. "Every day is
different."
Dominating Blakemore's
schedule are meet-and-greets
and meetings wi th his campaign committee. "In all the
things that need to be done," he
says. "I have to make sure I still
have time for classes."
Any involved Howard student knows that classes can fall
by the wayside when extracurricular
activities become
HUSA Presldental and Vice Presidential Candidates
demanding.
Purvis opts to
Daniel Blakemore and Faith Walls, respec tlvley, hostcomplete
assignments
in the
ed a meet and greet In the West Tower on Saturday.
morning before he leaves home
For Undergraduate Trustee of his time to preparing for because his evenings are filled
Candidate Jacques Purvis, speak outs and speaking to stu- with campaign activities.
This last week leading up to
campaigning involves meet- dents personally. He has found
elections
will provide the caning after meeting after meet- himself on a hectic schedule
didates
with
their biggest chaling. "If! were to describe my life this semester, going to sleep
lenge
yet.
Barely having
right now," he says, "it would around 4 a.m., only to wake up
enough
time
to sleep and
be one big meeting."
at 8. He commutes to campus,
attend
class,
they
will now
Around 7pm on most and after classes he meets with
have
to
pass
out
more
flyers,
evenings, Purvis can be found various student organizations
at an organizational meeting, to promote his campaign plat- make more speeches, and visit
more dorms in an attempt to
speaking to members of differ- form.
out-campaign
each other and
ent campus groups, such as the
Purvis and his campaign
win
their
elections.
NAACP or A Few Good Men. If committee spend about 20
So now the question is,
not meeting with organiza- hours a week in meetings, in
What's
more difficult: operattions, he can be found meeting dorms, at speak outs, and
ing
in
office,
or campaigning to
with his campaign committee. checking in with each other to
get
elected
to
office?
Purvis devotes a majority make sure everyone is working
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tional approval
to be included
on the list of 118
Nebraskans
and 17,300 people nationwide
waiting for new
livers.
"She made
her choice. It
sounds
real
cruel to say
that,
but
nonetheless, we
all have choices
in our life," said
Stock, a 68-year-old retired
Lexington farmer.
Joy, convicted of murder(BBC)- The US House of
ing another prostitute in
Representatives has passed a
Omaha in 1983, admits her
bill that would ban human
liver was ruined by almost
cloning and sentence violadaily heroin and alcohol
tors to prison and fines as
abuse over nine years.
·
high as $1m.
Stock fears people will tear
Lawmakers passed the
up their donor cards if they
bill in a 241-155 vote, rejecting
learn their organs may go to
some exceptions that would
felons.
have helped researchers work
towards cures for diseases
such
as
Alzheimer's,
Parkinson's and diabetes.
But the bill is expected to
(AP)- Internet job board
have a much tougher time
Monster.com, acknowledging
when it goes before the Senate.
a growing problem for online
The House passed a simicareer sites, is e-mailing millar bill in July 2001 by 265lions of job seekers, warning
162, but it stalled in the
that fake listings are being
Senate.
used to gather and steal perThe new bill, introduced
sonal information.
by a cross-party coalition of
An e-mail message from
senators, reflects the Bush
Monster, which arrived in
administration's stance that
many users' computer mailall human cloning research
boxes Thursday, cautions that
must be banned. It argues a
"regrettably, from time to
cloned embryo is a human
time, false job postings are
even before implantation in a
listed online and used to illewomb, and to destroy it for
gally collect personal inforresearch would be immoral.
mation from unsuspecting
It also comes after a comjob seekers.•
pany claimed last year to have
The e-mail, labeled a
cloned the first human baby.
"critical service message," is
Clonaid's claim was never
going out this week to all
verified.
active users of Monster's main
site, company spokesman
Kevin Mullins said Thursday.
Mullins said he did not know
exactly how many people that
(Washington Post)- A included, but that it is "defiHouse oversight committee nitely well into the millions."
has summoned Smithsonian
The e-mail warning
Institution
Secretary focuses attention on an issue
Lawrence M. Small and two that has long been talked
top deputies to a hearing next about in the online recruiting
week that will delve into the business, but whose scope or
string of recent animal damage is difficult to est ideaths at the National Zoo, mate.
officials said yesterday.
Monster and competitors
The hearing by the like CareerBuilder.com and
Committee
on
House HotJobs.com, already post
Administration probably will information cautioning users
mark the most comprehen- of such dangers and telling
sive public examination of them what they can do to prothe zoo's recent troubles, tect themselves from false
including the Jan. 11 deaths of postings.
two red pandas that had eaten
rat poison. Zoo Director Lucy
H. Spelman and acting
Undersecretary for Science
David L. Evans are to join
(BBC)- A website used by
Small and were asked to be
tens of thousands of people
prepared for questions about
every day that offered inforthe deaths as well as other zoo
mation on bootlegged video
matters.
games and movies has been
The Wednesday session is
shut down by the US
the committee's first overGovernment.
sight hearing about the
The Justice Department
Smithsonian Institution in
took over the domain name,
several years, committee
isonews.com, after its owner
spokesman Brian Walsh said.
pleaded guilty to selling modThe announcement of the
ification chips that would
hearing came as the zoo faced
allow gamers to play bootleg
pressure from People for the
video games on Microsoft's
Ethical
Treatment
of
.
Animals, which called for the Xbox console.
The site's owner, David
facility to be denied reaccreditation until it allows unan- Rocci, ran afoul of the Digital
Millennium Copyright Act,
nounced outside inspections
and cleans up "unacceptable which makes it a crime to disconditions• that it blamed for tribute tools that can be used
to circumvent copyright conrecent animal deaths.
trols on digital products.
Some
civil
liberties
groups have expressed concern about the free speech
implications of the govern(AP)· In York, Nebraska, ment seizing websites and
Calvin Stock's life was saved domain names.
by a liver transplant three
Despite the action by the
years ago, and he would hate Justice Department, the origito see anyone else lose their nal site can still be reached on
chance at survival because a its numerical IP address.
convicted killer was ahead of
ISO News had more than
them on the transplant list.
100,000 registered users and
But that's exactly what was estimated to get up
could happen, Stock says, 140,000 hits each day.
because of Carolyn Joy's cond.i-

Hu,nan Cloning
Ban

Fake Job Listing
Caution

National Zoo
Deaths Queried

Xbox Bootleg Site
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for Convict

A4

Iraq Begins Disarming
US, UK Still Unconvinced by Cooperation
By Ria Marie Davis
Hilltop Staff Writer
In an attempt to ease the
pressure for disarmament,
Iraq has destroyed four out of
100 al-Samoud II missiles
allegedly in its possession.
The UN says that the missiles
breach range limits it
imposed after the 1991 Gulf
War because they are "capable
of going beyond the 150-kilometer ( 95-mile) range permitted," but Iraq insists that
"the missiles overshot their
allowed limit only because
they were tested without
heavy guidance systems or
warheads.•
Chief UN weapons inspector Hans Blix issued an order
to Iraq to begin destroying the
missiles by March 1, a deadline which they so far have
complied with, given the
destruction of the four missiles, and Blix's deputy
Dimitri Perricos said that the
rest of the medium-range
missiles should be dismantled within a "few days or a
very short few weeks.·
Blix said that, "This is a
very significant piece of real

disarmament,• when Iraq
agreed to dismantle the missiles, but the United States
and the UK remain "highly
skeptical.• President Bush
says that the rockets are but
"tl1e tip of an iceberg," and a
draft report by Blix says that
that "the results in terms of
disarmament have been very
limited so far."
In bis report handed to the
Security Council on Mar. 1,
Blix did give mention to the
progress that had been made
so far by Iraq, but said that, "It
is bard to understand why a
number of measures which
are now being taken, could not
have been initiated earlier."
The White House also
remains unimpressed by the
recent attempts at disarmament in Baghdad. Merci
Viana, a presidential spokeswoman said that, "Resolution
1441 called for complete, total
and immediate disarmament. It did not call for pieces
of disarmament."
Nevertheless, such cooperation on the part of Iraq acts
in favor of delaying preemptive military action and
France, Germany and Russia

instead had come equipped
with 'tape recorders and
bugs.'"Based on the current
conflicts and the. mounting
"so-called evidence,• Blix is
expected to issue another
report to the Council on March
7, which it is said will
"assume an even greater significance, because the US and
UK are likely to force a vote on
their draft resolution in the
following week."
Pope John Paul has written a message to President
Bush outlining his concerns
about a possible war in Iraq,
and a senior cardinal will
arrive in Washington in the
next few days to deliver the
letter.
Meanwhile Turkey's parliament has refused to allow
the deployment of US troops on
its territory for a possible war
with neighboring Iraq, and
the United Arab Emirates
suggested at the Arab League
summit in Egypt that
Saddam Hussein and fellow
leaders should go into exile to
avert war.

No Shadows for New WTC
Libeskind Architectural Design Chosen for Memorial
By Ria Marie Davis
Hilltop Staff Writer
Daniel Libeskind was the
architect chosen to rebuild the
World Trade Center site on
Thursday morning by the
Lower
Manhattan
Development
Corporation
(LMDC), the agency created
after Sept. 11 to oversee redevelopment of the 16-acre site.
Libeskind, whose parents
survived the Holocaust and
who said that the Statue of
Liberty was his first "memorable sighting of the United
States• was chosen above the
other finalist team THINK, led
by New York-based architects
Rafael Vinoly and Frederic
Schwartz. THINK had proposed two decorative steel towers in commemoration of the
twin towers.
Libeskind, who came to
the States by boat in 1959 as a
•...
teenager, recounts his arrival
at the New York harbor. "I
never forgot that sl-.-yline and
what it means to an immigrant, an American. It's not 1
just a symbol. It's not just
something up in the air. It's
about the values that we all
share.•
New York Gov. George
Pataki and New York City
Mayor Michael Bloomberg
who received closed presentations from the two contenders
before the LMDC panel selected
the
winner,
favored
Libeskind's design because Higgins, an LMDC spokesman. teams proposed re-creating
they felt that it "offered the The LMDC committee, which twin towers. Libeskind did
maximum flexibility for a comprises representatives of not." He was one of four archimemorial as it provided acre- the Port Authority of New tects to propose a plan for the
wide 'footprints' of the twin York and New Jersey, who restored towers which would
"built the trade center, owns surpass the height of the
towers."
Mayor Bloomberg said its land, and months ago world's tallest buildings, the
th at the "winni ng plan" began rebuilding transit Petronas Towers in Kuala
would
restore
"lower lines on it,• had assigned the Lumpur at 1,483, followed by
Manhattan to its rightful task of constructing designs the Sears Tower in Chicago
place in the world," while for the skyline-restoring tow- which stands at 1,454 feet.
Governor Pataki agreed that it ers to seven teams of archi- Building the new towers to
exceed the height of the origiwas "truly an emotional pro- tects last fall.
The
LMDC
mandated
that
nal ones which stood at 411
tection of the site of Ground
the
architects'
proposals
meters
(1,350 feet) has been
Zero itself."
should
also
include
plans
for
advocated
as an act of defiance
Libeskind's design fea"a
train
station,
park
space,
against
terrorism.
tured a 1,776 feet tower, the
cultural
facilities,
Libeskind's plan would
height of which was the year and
of American independence including a Sept. 11 muse- also leave the trade center's
and attests to "the durability um." The designs should also 70-foot deep concrete foundaof democracy." Libeskind's set aside several acres for a tion walls built for keeping
plan also included garden top memorial to the nearly 3,000 out Hudson River waters
towers, which he said would people who died in the attacks, exposed.
Libeskind says that,
act as a "confirmation of life." the best of which would be
judged
in
a
separate
competi"Having
calculated the arc of
"There was unanimous
tion
later
this
year.
the
sun,
a wedge of natural
agreement,•
said
Matt
"Three
architectural light would funnel visitors to
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view Iraq's efforts as evidence
that the "inspections process
could work." British officials
say that "a lot of hard diplomacy" lies ahead as the
United States and Britain
push to get their draft resolution stating that Iraq has
failed to take its "final opportunity" to disarm approved by
the Security Council.
One official said that, "We
do not overestimate our
chances or underestimate the
difficulties; all the stops on
the diplomatic organ arc
being pulled out." Evidence
obtained by the British
alleges that Iraq continues to
make poisonous gases, a point
which
British
UN
Ambassador Sir Jeremy
Greenstock made to the
Council in a closed session on
Thursday.
Following the session,
Greenstock declined to elaborate on his comments but
said, "The claim by Iraq that
there is a zero in terms of its
weapons of mass destruction
is a lie."
He also said, "Iraqi scien•
tists were still not properly
available for interviews but

Daniel
Llbeskln's
proposal,
decided as
the best
archltectural structure
for the
World Trade
Center
memorlal,
was
designed so
that no
shadows
wlll fall at
the site
between
8:46am and
10:28 amthe times
that the
planes
struck the
towers on
11 Sept.

the memorial site, and that
every September u between
8:46 am, when the first tower
was struck by a plane, and
10:28 am, when the second
tower collapsed, no shadows
will be cast by his buildings.•
He says, "The art of urban
planning is not just to do fantasies or to impose megastructural ideas, but to create
rich fabric that has the complexity of New York City. New
York City is not just a simpleminded village." Libeskind's
previous projects include the
Imperial War Museum in
Manchester, England, and the
soon-to-be-built Denver Art
Museum.
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Precious Water
By Sean Jackman
Hilltop Staff Writer

Hei Wanxiang goes home
and places a lock onto his most
precious possession. No, it
isn't his house, which goes
without a lock. It's his precious well, which holds his
most valuable commodity:
water.
In the town of Tanshan,
nestled among brown hills in
central China's Ningxia
region, rain is hard to come
by. This town boasts of being
one of the driest places in the
country, save actual deserts.
The population of about 17,000
is among an estimated
680,000 in the region that is
kept from joining China's economic miracle mainly due to
sever water shortages.
Wang Yongping, exploration chief at the region's
Bureau of Geology and
Mineral Resources, said,

Fission
By Sean Jackman
Hilltop Staff Writer

Electricity: we use it
everyday for all sorts of tasks.
From light bulbs to televisions to our fridges and computers; we become more and
more dependent on electricity
each day. But most of us never
stop to think about where that
electricity came from.
Presently, almost all of
the electricity generated uses
coal, oil, gas or uranium. The
search for a cleaner, more efficient source of energy has just
been given a boost, with the US
and China both joining the
efforts.
ITER, the International
Thermonuclear
Experimental Reactor, is
already a joint operation of
Britain, other European
Union nations, Russia, Japan
and Canada.
The US and China have
decided to officially join ITER,
the largest international science project of the next decade,
with the exception of the international space station. ITER
will be built over the next 10
years at a cost of about $5bn.
In a fusion rector, energy

"People in Ningxia use 9,600
cubic feet of water per person
per year, about a quarter of the
surviva l level often used as an
international standard. · Lack
of water is one of the major factors inhibiting our economic
growth."
Tanshan receives about 12
inches of rainfall a vear, compared to 43 inches a year in
Shanghai, on the wealthy
East coast. Incomes are also as
distant. Shanghai residents
earn an average of 12,883
Yuan ($1,555) a year, the
highest disposable income in
the country, while their
Ningxia counterparts see
only two-fifths that level,
about 5,544 Yuan a year.
The Yellow River, China's
second biggest waterway,
runs through most of
Northern Ningxia, supplying
the water needed for farms
and industrial production.
However, the drought com-

•••

bined with surging use in the
upper regions of the river produces a severe depletion on the
river. The river is literally
drained before reaching the
lower levels, forcing strict
conservation policies to be put
into place. Beijing now dictates how much of the river
Ningxia is allowed to use,
ordering a cap of 70 billion
cubic feet this year, down
from 106 billion last year and
141 billion in years past.
To compensate for these
cuts, local geologists and
engineers are scouring the
countryside for underground
wells that may be pumped to
the surface to irrigate farms.
Since 1996, these water projects have managed to supply
water to more than 200,000
people for various purposes
but that still leaves over
500,000 people 'hydrologically' challenged.
In Tanshan, work to drill

Fusion

is produced when light atoms
are fused together to form
heavier ones. The atoms used
are deuterium and tritium;
both isotopes of hydrogen and
very abundant in nature.
Deuterium is extracted from
water and tritium is manufactured from the light metal,
lithium, which is found all
over the world. This type of
fusion reaction occurs on
stars and suns and is the
source of their power. At the
heart of the sun, fusion takes
place at a temperature of 15
million degrees and a pressure of 100,000 atmospheres.
These conditions are not
reproducible on earth, and so
our fusion reactors will use
lesser pressures and greater
temperatures, in the region of
100 million degrees. In these
conditions, the two atoms collide and fuse together, producing the denser helium atom, a
neutron and vast amounts of
energy. A commercial power
station can then use the heat
given off to produce electricity.
Gareth McCartney, a senior in biology said, "Well I
think it's quite good. Nuclear
energy is very cheap and rela-

•••

wells is even slower and
money is as scarce. Town
names such as "Yelling for
Water," "Salt Pool" and "One
Bowl of Water" reflect the desperate condition.
Others such as "Water
Flowing Down" and "Ocean
Source" seem widely optimistic.
It can cost about 400,000
Yuan ($48,500) to find and
dig a well. That's about a tenth
of the exploration bureau's
annual budget, though the
central government and army
also run water exploration
projects.
Hei believes that the
drilling of a new well is
unlikely to change some facts
of life though.
"\'Ve bathe every week or
eight days. Sometimes every
10 days," he said, holding the
plastic pitcher that he and his
seven family members use to
scrub down.
When asked if he has ever
bathed in a big tub full of
water, Hei and a crowd of other
villagers burst into laughter
at such an "absurd" suggestion.

Confusion

tively safe if handled properly. It will lead to lower energy
costs. Waste disposal might be
the only worry."
Though it may be expensive and time consuming to
develop, it also has the potential to be much cheaper and
environmentally friendly.
Current nuclear stations utilize fission - the splitting up
of atoms - to create electricity,
but highly radioactive waste
is a by-product of this action.
Fossil fuel power stations,
our other major source of electricity, use the energy created
when fuels such as coal, oil
and gas are burnt. However,
this process produces greenhouse gases which are
released into the atmosphere,
escalating the depletion of the
ozone layer and of the greenhouse effect. The fuels used in
these stations are all limited
resources and are destined to
be exhausted if people continue using them at the current
rate.
Dwayne Wright, sophomore chemistry major, said, "I
think the developmert of a
fusion reactor is the most
practical step in the generation of electricity when one

considers the advantages of
this process in comparison to
others- fission, the combustion of fuels."
Fusion reactors in contrast, would produce little or
no dangerous by-products.
The abundance of the fuels
used in a fusion reactor makes
it virtually inexhaustible and
one kilogram would produce
the same amount of energy as
10,000,000 kg of fossil fuel.
"Commercialization of
fusion has the potential to
dramatically
improve
America's energy security
while significantly reducing
air pollution and emissions of
greenhouse gases," Bush said
in a statement released by the
Energy Department.
The first machine to be
built will be an experimental
version. Construction is
planned to begin in 2006 and
ITER could be operational by
2014. The site for ITER can be
chosen when officials meet in
May in Vienna to discuss the
issue. Scientists predict that
about 20 years of research will
continue before the first commercial plant is built.

There are times that
remind us that it's only by the
grace of God that we could
manage to be where we are.
Four years ago, I remember
turning 21, looking ahead and
seeing absolutely nothing.
Four weeks ago, I panicked at
the thought of leaving everything and everyone I knew
halfway across the world. I
had one pair ofjeans, two pairs
of shoes and $45 in my bank
account.
And yet, here it is, that at
half-past three on a February
morning, I'm writing this,
wrapped in a flannel blanket,
on a small balcony overlooking the city of Madrid.
Considerably warmer than
the Granada we left 6 hours
and hundreds of miles ago,
Madrid is much busier than
I'd imagined.
The bus ride had been an
unbelievable expanse of
plains, hills and hills of olive
trees, and lines of windmills
(like Don Quixote's). Then,
suddenly... city! It seemed to
just spring up from behind
the highway billboards. Redbrick, glass, neon windows. A
bustling mix of shoppers,
strange, I thought, for a
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Sunday. Pigeons, parks, statues, traffic. Very urban; very
vibrant.
Within the modern complexes, I was glad to see preserved Spanish architecture,
and amazed at the medley of
city-dwellers: an old lady
cranking music from a box,
African youth selling CDs, a
couple dressed in Native
American garb peddling
cloth, and Asians offering to
paint your name in pictures a
la New York's Chinatown. An
array of blankets covers the
Puerta de! Sol with every
imaginable type of merchandise- gloves, scarves, DVDs,
purses, designer sunglasses.
Every so often, a police car
cruises by, slowing down just
long enough to create a chaos
of blankets. The braver vendors hover over their fare, not
quite moving, one hand clasping an edge of fabric, and
poised in perfect position to
grab and run. But fortune is
on their side today, and the
police drive along with only
an angry glare. Fists relax,
blankets fall like lowered
sails, and the business of the
day goes on.
The administrative centre
could have been a different
city, surprisingly open and
spacious- wide streets and city

Photo courtesy www.embajado•hungria.org

In the Plaza Col6n, Madrid, Christopher Colornbus stands
tall overlooking the lovely waterfalls of Discovery Garden.

plazas punctuated by fountains and statues of men on
horseback.
The name "Madrid" is
Arabic, and means "Mother of
the Waters". The city was
founded by the Islamic Moors
of the 9th century. Ironically
enough, it was not the capital
city until their reign was
ended by the Catholic empire
in the 16th century. In 1562,
the capital was moved from
Toledo to Madrid.
The
bus
meandered
through the city to avoid traffic, which made it difficult to
take everything in. But certain landmarks caught the
eye, like the obscenely buxom
lady posing nude in bronze for

Global Politics
What is Tony
Doing?
By Jonathan Grann um
Hilltop Staff Writer
Approximately one million Brits flooded London two
weekends ago to protest Blair's
current position on the
impasse with Iraq, which constituted the , biggest peace
march that Britain has ever
seen.
What kind of politics is
that? Is Blair crazy? Maybe he
thinks that 2006 is far enough
away for the people to forgive
and forget the fact that he proceeded against their will.
It's even more interesting
that much of his opposition
also comes from members of
his own Labor Party, who are
set against any war with
Saddam Hussein as long as it
is not sanctioned by the
United Nations. The situation
was described by a writer for
the conservative Sunday
Telegraph, "Blair is at odds
with public opinion ... There
are no two ways about that."
In spite of the rising tide
against him, Blair continually strives to make his case to
his country that it is necessary to be proactive against
the dangers that are present,
in the fear that they are overtaken by being overcautious.
"When people decided not to
confront fascism, they were
doing the popular thing, they
were doing it for good reasons

National Oplnon Poll
Market & Opinion Research
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Polls were done to determine how well British Prime
Minister Tony Blair Is handling the wa r with Iraq situation,
and what people t hink of how much he merges the public's
views w ith his actions regarding the country.

Reflections on Madrid
By Eleisha John
Contributing Writer

~~

and they were good people ...
but they made the wrong decision," he was quoted as saying.
There are some interesting qualities here, which
point to a couple of possibilities. From the results of the
National Opinion Poll, Blair
was deemed to be arrogant
and out of touch with the people, and again, the majority of
the participants in the Market
and
Opinion
Research
International poll criticized
his handling of this crisis.
(Refer to the figures below.)
Either Blair is the one of
the worst politicians in modern history, and he deserves
the fire that he is under, or he
is one of the best leaders that
we have come across in a
while.
Blair himself said that he
was "prepared to be judged by
history" with reference to his
stance on Iraq. To me, this is a
brilliant position to assume if
founded upon true and sincere morals and informed
decision making. I believe
there is something of worth in
a man fighting against the
popular idea of a time; something of real meaning that is
bigger than the common
man .
1 am not saying that this
is the case, but I hope it is. "In
the end, people have to vote
how they feel,• Blair said.
• But my job is to say how I feel
... why I believe that what we
are doing is right and why I
believe that to do what the
opponents of my position want
us to do would be very, very
dangerous for our country
and the world.•
In essence, 'politics' aside,
there is real work to be done
here. Sound right? How do you
think Prime Minister Blair is
handling the Iraqi crisis?

all to see. She is Botero's "Fat
Venus", a sculpture based on
the famous painting by 17th
century
artist
Diego
Velazquez.
I also took note of the
"Estadio Bernabeu", Real
Madrid's home stadium, and
perhaps my only chance of
ever seeing the likes of
Ronaldo, Figo, Raul and
Roberto Carlos on field.. . but
only of course at practice; I
could never afford a 'Real'
game.
Colon Square, with its
statue of Columbus overlooking Discovery Garden, was my
last glimpse of Madrid before
the traffic lights turned
green.
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World Bank Back
toDa,ns

(BBC)- The World Bank
has adopted a new water strategy.
Once it avoided dams and
other large-scale projects
because of the controversy
surrounding them.
Now the Bank has decided
that it cannot meet the needs
of the world's poor without
becoming involved in the
kind of schemes which have
been so criticized in the past.
In the early days of the
World Bank, in the 1950s and
'6os, the dams it helped
finance were almost the
trademark of the organization.
Big was beautiful and the
Bank's experts toured the
globe advising on their construction.
But local activists soon
complained that .the dams
and canals were displacing
vast numbers of people,
destroying local communities
and leaving destitution in
their wake.
When the environmental
lobby joined in, arguing that
whole habitats were being
wiped out, the Bank went into
retreat, and big dams were
definitely off the agenda. Now
they are back.
The Bank argues that it
simply cannot meet the needs
of the poor without supporting
major projects, whatever the
protests that this provokes.
But the Bank says it has
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learned from past mistakes
and will undertake careful
impact assessments before it
backs a scheme.

Heistofthe
Centurv

(BBC)- The naul from
Belgium's most spectacular
diamond robbery in Antwerp
earlier this month was worth
more than 100 million euros
($107m), Belgian police have
said.
In what police authorities
have called the heist of the
century, 123 of the 160 vaults
at the Antwerp Diamond
Centre
were
emptied.
Antwerp's judicial director,
Erik Sack, called the crime on
16 February "a piece of genius
in its simplicity."
He said the gang had
learned to circumvent the
alarm system and had copied
master keys after renting an
office in the Diamond Centre
in the name of a phantom
company. During the theft,
they taped over security cameras and may have put old
videotapes in the surveillance
system.
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How to Get the Best Health Insurance on a College Budget
By Rhasheema A.
Sweeting
Contributing Writer

When Ana Alicia Hester,
came down with the flu, she
immediately went to Howard
University's health center.
The physician prescribed her
the appropriate medication.
Then, she picked it up at
Howard's pharmacy, for free.
"It was a relief to know I
wouldn't have to come out of
pocket," sophomore political
science major, Hes ther Said.
"The university's policy has
benefited me so far. The minimal cost per semester bas
been more than worth it."
As rumors circulate
about changes to Howard
University's health insurance policy, students must
realize how they could be
affected. But first, students
must understand and be
aware of the university policy
currently effective in order to
determine if additional coverage is necessary.
All full time and part
time students are automatically enrolled in the university's insurance plan at registration upon payment of the
matriculation fee ($257.50)
which includes health services and benefits.
The first step in determining the adequate type of
health insurance is to assess
the health of the individual.
For most relatively healthy
students who need to see a doctor from time to time,
Howard's plan is sufficient,
providing coverage for many
major injuries and sicknesses.
For example, athletes
should have additional cover-
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age in place. While Howard's
insurance plan covers up to
$1,000 for sports related
injuries, one knee injury
could cost up to $12,000,
according to a 2001 Fortis
Health Student Select claim.
Also, students who frequently
experience s ickness or disease
related problems are subject
to greater restrictions.
Unlike many students,
sophomore computer science
major and football player
Howard Baker is aware of both
Howard's coverage and his
parents' insurance. He is confident that his insurance will
adequately cover any unforeseen complications.
"Howard has covered my
sports physicals and any
shots that I have needed,"
Baker said. "Under [Kaiser],
all the basics are covered with
a five or ten dollar deductible.
Athletic injuries arc covered,
[too]."

Northern California resident, Baker remains covered
for the duration of his college

years under his parent's
insurance,
Kaiser
Permanente, which is one of
few companies that offers coverage both in the DC area and
California.
In most cases, in order for
the university plan to cover
expenses, a student must first
visit the student health center. Depending on the severity
of the injury or sickness, the
health center will refer a student to HUH and coordinate
ambulatory services, if necessary, at no additional cost to
the student.
Additionally, most medicines prescribed by university physicians are free of
charge.
All insurance plans are
not created equal. Some plans
will cover travel within the
states and even abroad. But,
Howard's plan only covers up
to $100 for care obtained 35
miles away from Howard.
As a member of ACE
American
Insurance,
Georgetown students are eli-

gible to receive worldwide
travel assistance when traveling 100 miles away from
their permanent address.
American University's
Preferred Provider Network
offers coverage nationally
through their network and
also within the local campus
community.
Both schools offer more
flexibility in the coverage
area and greater maximum
benefits.
However,
Georgetown and American
students pay 28-54 percent
more per year than Howard
students.
According to Maxwell
James, a State Farm Agent,
most insurance plans will not
cover a student after age 19
under a parent's insurance
plan. However, "[students]
can get adequate health care
coverage for roughly the cost
of a month's [worth] of
Starbucks coffee or eating
out," with an average of $1000
per year for a student insurance plan such as Fortis
Health, specifically for college students, offered through
State Farm.
According to the US
Census Bureau, only 71.9 percent of young adults ages 1824 bad health insurance in
2001, compared to the 25-64
and 65 and older age groups
with 83.3 and 99.2 percents,
respectively.
"When you're young you
think you're immortal. You
would rather use money for
fun [instead of] a health
insurance policy," James
said.
The disturbing reality
remains that one cannot predict when or where you will
need health insurance cover•

age.
should not let themselves be
Without insurance, the without adequate health
hospital and doctors demand insurance,• James says.
immediate payment after
It is important to ensure
hea lth care service is ren• that proper coverage is in
dered, which could easily add place for whatever needs may
up to thousands of dollars.
arise.
"Nobody knows when
The university's plan
their health is going to booklet is available at the
change. The human body is health center and also online.
unpredictable and [students)

Tips when shopping for individual insurance:

+

Check to see what protection you have before
buying any more insurance.

+

Shop carefully. Policies differ widely in coverage and cost. Contact different insurance companies, or ask your agent to show you policies
from several insurers so you can compare
them.

+

Make sure the policy protects you from large
medical costs.

+

Read and understand the policy. Make sure it
provides the kind of coverage that's right for
you. You don't want unpleasant surprises when
you're sick or in the hospital.

+

Check to see that the policy states: the date that
the policy will begin paying (some have a waiting period before coverage begins), and what is
covered or excluded from coverage.

+

Make sure there is a "free look" clause. Most
companies give you at least 10 days to look over
your policy after you receive it. If you decide it
is not for you, you can return it and have your
premium refunded.

I,iformation court esy Agency for H ealth care Research &
Qualit y

Basic 1 er\\,s
Dedu ctible: money which must be paid each year to cover medical care
expenses before insurance policy starts paying
Coinsurance: amount required to pay for medical care in a fee-for-service p lan
after have meeting the deductible, usually expressed as a percentage
Co-payment the flat fee every time a medical service is received.
PPO: Preferred Provider Organization is a n etwork of health care providers that
have agreed to provide medical services to a health plan's members at discounted costs. PPO members typically make their own decisions about their health
care rather than going through a primary care physician like HMO member .
The cost to use physicians within the PPO network is less than using a non-network provider.
HMO: Prepaid health plans in which a monthly premium is paid and the HMO

covers the cost of care to see doctors within their network at pre-negotiated rates.
A primary care physician who coordinates all health care and makes referrals

to any specialists must be chosen. For HMO members who do not use the doctors,
hospitals and clinics that participate in the plan's network, they will usually
bear the cost of those medical services
Inde mnity: Traditional health insurance that usually covers a percentage of
the cost of care (often 80 percent) after the consumer pays an annual
deductib le. Patients with indemnity coverage can choose any doctor or hospital
for their care.
Premium: the initial amount paid in exchange for insurance coverage

(I,iforma tion court esy h ttp://ellealthinsurance.com, Ttttp ://ahcp r.gou)

Learning How to Play the Tax Game

Business Profile: Howard Delicatessen

By Ashley Kelly
Hilltop Staff Writer

Business serves
sandwiches
with a side of
history

With April 15 looming
ahead, many students pre•
pare to file their taxes. The
tax equation includes finding the best price, plus the
best professional minus the
schemes.
There are many venues
through wh ich students
can have their taxes pre•
pared, and the Internet is
the latest way to file.
Free File is a new service, which allows taxpayers
to file online for free, with•
out going through the hassle of paperwork and/ or
paying someone to prepare
the tax forms.
Free File, which is
accessable
through
www.irs.gov, and claims to
provide faster tax refunds.
Unfortunately,
this
service is not available to
everyone.
Certain qualifications
such as age, adjusted gross,
eligibility to file Form
1040EZ, eligibility to claim
the earned income residency, state res idency and
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active duty military status
that determine one's eligibility.
Although 1.3 million
Americans use Fast File
currently, others still prefer more traditional ways to
file their taxes.
Justin Wilson, a sophomore biology premed major,
said he pays a tax professional to file his taxes. He
said before he found a tax
professional he tried to get

his taxes filed at H&R
Block, but that their
prices were too high.
H&R Block's starting
fee for their tax preparation service is $80,
although some students
are eligible to pay as low
as $23.
Lisa Montague, a tax
professional at the H&R
Block
in
downtown
Baltimore, said studen ts
whose parents use H&R
block will only have to pay
the $23.
Along with the discount, the downtown
Baltimore office offers an
additional
discount
specifically fo r Howard students.
Montague said if at least
ten students from Howard
use H&R Block, each student
would receive a 10% discount on their taxes.
Montague also said if
student are not sure how to
complete their own taxes,
they should take classes or
seek the help of a profession•
al, but there is still more to
0

See TAXES page BS

By Ashley Kelly
Hilltop Staff Writer

The school bell rings in
unison with the clock on top of
Founders Library. Students
rush out of their classes in
order to fulfill the request of
theirrumbling stomachs.
Three minutes later, they
are
at
the
Howard
Delicatessen.
Banneker High School
and Howard are the primary
customers of the Howard
Delicatessen, and have been
since its inception in 1923.
Kenny Gilmore, who has
owned the Delicatessen along
with his brother Daryl Diaz
since 1988, said that while he
attended
Banneker,
he
worked in the delicatessen,
which was then owned by the
original owners Frank and
Mary Guerra.
Gilmore spoke of fond
memories as he talked with
customer Bill Keene, who
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works in Howard's Student
Affairs department. Both
men smiled as they reminisced about the old days at
the delicatessen as they tried
to remember the names of the
buildings that no longer line
the street of Georgia Avenue.
"I come to the delicatessen
first because I like supporting
my own and secondly because
they have great sandwiches,"
Keene said.
Tbe turkey breast and
cheese sandwich is Keene's
favorite and also the deli's
most popular sandwich, said
Gilmore.
Many businesses on
Georgia Avenue do not offer
Howard University discounts, therefore leaving no
choice but for students to pay
the high prices.
The Howard Delicatessen
does not offer discounts either,
but their sandwiches are relatively cheap compared to
other stores on Georgia.
In fact, the majority of the
sandwiches on the menu are
priced at $3.25.
Ne! Merake is a tenth
grader at Banneker who has
been coming to the deli since

her ninth grade year. Merake
said she comes to the deli at
least three times a week for
honey buns and chips.
"I enjoy coming here
because of the good service,"
she said. • And Kenny [the
owner) is funny and enjoyable to be around."
The warm environment
attracts students. It keeps
employees coming back, too.
Ronda Basanta, a freshman fashion merchandising
major, has been working off
and on at the deli for five
years.
Basanta said she enjoys
working at the deli because of
its relaxed environment,
friendly employees, and getting to meet new people.
"I get to meet more people
from Howard working here
than I do by going to class,"
Basanta said, "I get to meet
new students as well as a lot of
professors."
Previously located where
the School of Business sits,
the delicatessen moved across
the street to its current location in 1970 and has not only

See DELI page BS
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Mock Trial Team New
'Beast of the East'
TRIAL from A 1
sue excellence with no excuses," Harmon said. "That's
exactly what we did!"
Torrance Colvin, adjunct
professor and the attorney
coach for the team, said that
he had a good feeling going
into the tournament and was
very proud of both teams and
the success that they
achieved.
For their hard work, the
Mock Trial team earned the
title, "The Beast of the East"
and will rep1esent the Eastern
Region at the National
Championship Tournament
held in Iowa on April 4-6.
The sh.'lh place Mock Trial
team will travel to Minnesota
on March 21, to compete in the
National Tournament to qualify. If they perform well they
will join the other team in
Iowa to compete for the national title.

"I'm very happy with the
outcome. We have to step it up
now in order to make it to the
big dance (The National
Competition)," junior Melody
Louis said.
·
Dr. Felicia Walker, director and coach of the Mock Trial
Team fully expects to win the
tournament in Minnesota.
"We won that tournament
in 1997 and again in 2000. We
will win in 2003," Walker
said.
She feds that the family
atmosphere of the team contributes to its success. Before
the competition, Dr Jannette
L. Dates, Dean of the School of
Communications gave the
team a pep talk.
• "It's wonderful to have the
support of the school. It makes
a difference when the students know their hard work is
appreciated", Walker said.
"We will do our best to bring
home the gold!"

Quad Director 'Resigns'
QUAD from A1
"I failed to report a bed
falling in Truth Hall as expeditiously as he [Chambers]
wanted which is understandable," Green said. "I was not
able to report sooner because
my staff member was slow in
telling me and the resident
was safe, which was most
important."
Chambers said he would
not speak on Green's record.
At the time of the interview Green was very emotion-
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al and at one point cried openly.
In retrospect Green, said
she regrets informing her
supervisor of her intention to
resign because of the adverse
impact on residents.
Roslyn Douglas, former
Program/Special
Events
Coordinator,
has
been
appointed as the Interim
Community Director of the
Quad. Chambers said he is
confident Douglas will do a
great job in her new position.

Student Leaders Question Elections
tion of when the General
Assembly intervenes rests
with the discretion of the
Addressing the urgenc)' Assembly.
Specifically,
surrounding the campaign, General Assembly Chair
student leaders such a!I Cornell Williamson, has the
Brown struggle to find a solu-· authority to call for an emertion.
gency meeting if there is any
"We need to call an emer- question in the integrity of the
gency General Assembly election.
meeting to discuss the issues
Although some General
occurring within General Assembly members do view
Elections," Brown said. "We the happenings in elections
also need to have written as a problem, to date no
guidelines and a set protocol." Emergency Meeting has been
Graduate
Student called.
·
Assembly
Law
School
However Williamson sa id
Representative
and thus far, protocol has followed
Coordinator Charles Coleman procedure in regards to elecJr. also contends that General tion grievance process and
Assembly should serve as a explained the role of the
active balance for General Grievance Committee set up
Election.
as a part of the General
"I feel that the chair, Assembly.
Corey Cunningham, needs to
"The purpose of the
provide answers for questions Committee is to address any
surrounding the problems of grievances brought forward
the Elections committee," during the elections process."
Coleman said. "But I am not Williamson further stated
sure if the situation calls for that it is the job of the
disciplinary action on behalf Grievance Coordinator to
of the Assembly."
resolved problems during the
The fundamental queselection season.

LEADERS from A1

"To my knowledge there
have been no grievances filed
with the Elections Grievance
Committee,"
Williamson
said. "If the individuals who
filed grievances with the
Grievance Coordinator and
were not pleased they could
then appeal to the Grievance
Committee
within
the
General Assembly."
While Williamson maintains he has no knowledge of
filed grievances, former
Public Relations chair Nell
Bradley maintains that the
General Assembly has to be
aware of the problems surrounding
the
Elections
Committee.
"I have filed a grievance
with 21-counted pages of documentation sho\ving proof of
labor and contributions that I
am now being accused of
never performing,• Nell
Bradley said. "Additionally,
Rasheem Rook, General
Elections faci litator, and
H USA has letters documenting my frustrations with the
Elections committee and
their questionable practices.•

General
Assembly
Undergraduate Coordinator
Larry Browns Jr. said that
focus should now move from
criticism to plans for the
future.
"I suggest that a series of
meetings take place during
the elections period," Brown
said. "These meetings should
be mandatory and serve assist
the
General
Election
Committee."•
Williamson assures that
the General Assembly will
hold Emergency Meetings
tomorrow before Thursday's
elections to address any grievances. The General Assembly
Chair also says another emergency meeting is also tentatively scheduled for F\liday or
Saturday to address post election grieva nces. Williamson
also expressed the need for
constitutional reform involving general elections.
"Before the end of my term
our Constitut ional Review
Committee will present their
recommendations to modify
elections guidelines,• he said.

Arts and s:ciences Election Accused of
Unethical iConduct
TRUSTEE from A3
goes on in the board room. A
student perspective is far
more accurate," he says.
He has spoken with three
members currently on the
Board, President Swygert,
Marwan Porter, and Jaha
Howard, who has offered positive feedback about his goals

and objectives and has also
spoken with past member,
Louis E. Sterling III who has
provided him with helpful
iufornrntion about the position.
George plans to use what
he has learned to better his
understanding of the position.
"The trustee has one of
the largest responsibilities of
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any student official on this
campus," George says. "The
most difficult aspect about
the positiQn is the fact that so
much information is given to
you as a trustee, but you arc
not allowed to share it."
Speaking with students
to gather their understanding of the position and
informing them about the
actual role of the trustee he

believes it is most important
to understand other people
and their points of view. His
diverse background and his
ability to communicate with
students is why he believes
he is the best for the job.
"Because of my diverse
background and my overall
demeanor, I can offer a better
student perspective than
most,• he says.

A7

ChuckD Bison Weighing Ir1: Walk-Out For Peace
Speaks
on
Campus
WALK from A2

CHUCK from A2
said.
"I enjoyed the program
because I have always
admired Chuck D. for his
statements-he
always
speaks the truth," said sophomore Chyrisse Bet.
Chuck D went on at great
length about the state of hiphop and the "pimpin"' of
Black death," both literally
and figuratively. Speaking
both about the loss of countless music icons and the
exploitation of Black culture
and the popularization of
demeaning idioms such as
the use of the word "Nigga•.
"How can you perform
'My Nigga' for a predominantly white audience in
Memphis, TN, the same
place where Dr. King was
assassinated and then say
that they [white audiences]
follow me like I'm Martin
Luther King Jr.,". asked
ChuckD.
The civil rights activist
was responding to Jay-Z's
conscious exploitation of
Black culture, which he said
is perpetuated by rappers
today, all contributing to the
"dumbassification• of the
youth.
Additionally, Chuck D
spent so minutes signing
autographs, listening to
Howard's own spoken word
poet "Q", speaking to a student's brother on her Nextel,
taking pictures, and answering questions.
"I enjoyed the lecture
mostly because Chuck D
doesn't censor himself. He
shared his views of life as he
sees it," said prospective student, Crystal Shant.
Identifying an overarching theme from Chuck D's
conversation would prove a
difficult task as he managed
to touch on everything that
seems relevant to the lives of
Black students at Howard
and some throughout the
world.
Honored with an award
for his lifelong commitment
to African Americans in the
United States, Chuck D lives
up to his hope to inspire the
youth of today.

CHAPEL from A2
and also emphasized that it
important to concentrate on
our faith rather than our
fears."
McKenzie told students
the strength to carry on will
come from a relationship with
God.
"We have to trust God to
handle what we cannot handle ourselves, and that God
genuinely wants to help us,"
she emphasized with overwhelming approval to the
audience that God has the
final word. "George W. Bush
does not have the last word."
The service concluded
with the Reverend leading the
congregation in the hymn,
•Jesus Will Carry You
Through," an alter call that
left many dedicating their
lives to God, and a universal
prayer for safety to loved ones
called to duty overseas and
peace in broken hearts and
broken lives.
Reverend ·McKenzie, an
alumna of the Howard
University School of Divinity,
became the first woman, in a
213 year history, to obtain the
level of Episcopal office.
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tbe organization is supportive of a student walk-out in
protest of war.
"It's an effective way to
demonstrate
anti-war
efforts," Glenn said. "It's very
symbolic of how students feel
about war. In past anti-war
movements, symbolic gestures can mean a lot. It lets
the country kno·v that war is
wrong. It also builds unity
among students across the
country.•

Glenn says a walk-out
would also increase the
awareness of both students
and members of the surrounding community. But
not all Howard students are
eager to demonstrate their
feelings in a walk-out.
"I agree with it but I
wouldn't participate in it. I
don't feel a need to go out and
march [to share my views],"
said Jessica Brundidge, a
freshman radio-televisionfilm major.
Freshman psychology
major Isheba Barker doubts
the effectiveness of a walk-

out.

"How many times have
we marched and done walkout-s and protested? We never
see any results. It's a good gesture but I would like to actuall>· see some results [from
thii; walkout]."
Senior James Richard, a
crimina l justice and anthropo'logy major is not opposed to
an impending war and will
not participate in a walk-out.
"Saddam [Hussein] poses
a threat to other countries,
induding the United States.
I'm not fooled by the underlyin:~ reasons for going to war, I

know it's also about oil and
the economy but sometimes
war is necessary. We often
forget what we have to do to
maintain the freedom we
enjoy."
Some Howard students
are willing to participate in a
walk-out to express their
opposition to war.
Sophomore political science major Byron Jackson
says, "I haven't seen enough
evidence to support a war. I
would [participate in a walkout) to show we're not blindly
following people and going to
war. Plus, if we attack Iraq it

won't end terrorism."
Steve Mobley, a sophomore legal communications
major also opposes war.
"There are more pressing
issues here [in America] that
should be addressed first. [A
walk-out] would show a unified effort to show how we as
students feel about international affairs.•
For more information on
the ANSWER coalition, contact their D.C. office at 202544-3389 or visit their website: www. internationalanswer.org.

Black Face Awards Show to Honor Simmons
SIMMONS from A2
"Producing this event
serves as experience to those
who haven't had experience
working in big productions
before," Hoffler said. "This
event allows students the

opportunities to do everything from producing to
modeling."
McFarlin also said that
this event will bring notoriety to the School of
Communications as being a
tremendous school.
"This
event
brings

together the talents of the studnnts from the School of
c,,mmun ications as well as
students from other schools
a11d colleges," Mcfarlin said.
"I think that this is the only
program on campus that does
that."
In the spring of 2001,

Interest in Volunt,~ering
VOLUNTEER from A2
Fraternity - an organization
that encourages community
service; Big Brothers Big
Sisters-a mentoring program; Turning the Page - a
nonprofit corporation dedicated to enriching the development of D.C. public schools;
PhoneFriend - a confidential
telephone support and crisis
intervention establishment
for children who may be home
without adult supervision;
AmeriCorps KidPledge-an

after school program aimed to
increase student's literacy
skills; National Civilian
Community Corporation - a
10-month national service
program specializing in five
service areas: education,
environment, public safety,
disaster relief, and unmet
human needs; and N Street
Village, Inc - a center that
provides continuum services
to meet the immediate and
long term needs of homeless
women and low-income families.

Organization representatives were very excited to be at
Howard, including alumni
Maxie Hollingsworth of
[Turning the Page] and
Yashika Okon (AmeriCorps
Jieads Up]. Both agreed that it
had been a struggle to get
Howard students to volunteer
but there was a need for them.
"Most of our participants
are predominantly Latino
and black and they need to see
successful faces that look like
them,• Hollingsworth said.
"Our responsibility lies in our

then
School
of
Communications president
Nubia Henderson began the
Black Face Award Show as
way to honor black entrepreneurs in the entertainment
industry as well as recognize
those African Americans
who portrayed other African

Americans
in
positive
images.
The first two recipients of
the awards were Spike Lee
and Debbie Allen
For more information on
volunteer
opportunities,
please send emails to blackface2oo3@aol.com.

community, but we've been
letting other people do our
job."
The two alumni and other
participants
were
also
pleased with the turnout and
said weather conditions
caused the planning committee to reschedule the event
twice, which may have
slashed attendance among
students and organizations.
Some students were not as
impressed with the turnout.
"I expected more," transfer student Kurt Stiel! said.
"Nothing has caught my eye
yet and now I'm stuck with
limited options.•
Ronald Goodlett and

Sheteka Ross, both third-year
students agreed with Stiell
Both Goodlett and Ross were
looking for more opportunities but commended the committee on their initiative.
Junior Kamaria Smith
was also disappointed and
expected more students to
attend, primarily because of
the new housing requirements that include points for
community service.
Senior Johnny Jones
agreed, but emphasized that
the importance of giving back
regardless of whether it will
increase points for housing.

Liaison Officers Ap1~·ointed for GLBT Students
GLBT from A2
Hilltop was not able to get in
contact with either officer by
press time.
Irene Schwoefferman,
HUSA's political action committee coordinator supports
Smith's decision to appoint
liaisons.
• Anytime we protest
something, it's not just to
show we're mad. We want to
try to win concrete solutions
to perceived problems,"
Schwoefferman said. "In this
situation, [the liaisons] will
be beneficial to students who
don't feel safe on campus."
However, Schwoefferman
doesn't feel campus police has
the capacity to ease the ten-

sions that might exist
between gay and straight students. "Attitudes can't be
changed by an institution. I
encourage our peers to do that
themselves.•
Sterling
Washington,
president of BLAGOSAH as
well as its co-founder, said,
"it's just a safety net on campus for GLBT students. One of
the big issues I hear from students is that they were reluctant to talk to Campus Police
in the past. Either they were
ridiculed or nothing was
done."
Washington admits that
while this is a significant
improvement, more change
needs to come. "We're just getting started. We're beginning
to make progress but a lot
more needs to get done."

The change progress
i~1cludes adding an informational piece about GLBT
i,;sues in freshman orientation, being able to distribute
condoms at the ground level of
tbe Blackburn Center as they
did last year, as well as making sure women's health
iHsues, particularly lesbians,
are addressed by the Health
Awareness
Coalition
of
Howard University (HACHU).
Washington makes it
clear he is satisfied with the
administration's response to
EILAGOSAH. But wants the
administration to "keep the
lines of communication
open.• Although changes
have been made, the students
have not been properly
informed,
according
to
Washington.

"I don't quite understand
why [the administration] is
taking steps to improve
things on campus but is not
telling the students about
those improvements."
BLAGOSAH
member
Desiree Brandon, a junior
biology major, is happy about
the appointment. "It's very
good thing because a lot of gay
students don't feel comfortable discussing issues with
campus police. My freshman
year, my door was defaced and
if I had a liaison it would've
helped tremendously."
Another
BLAGOSAH
member, graduate student
Damien Carter is also pleased
with the recent appointment.
"I think it'll be a legal tie for
us. We would actually have
advocates in our favor witli-

out biases. I think it's a good
start.•
Chris Newsome, a junior
anthropology major, feels the
liaisons may not be enough.
"I hope [Officer] Howard
was not appointed ns a placation. To unify the campus
there has to be effective policies that address issues openly to form linkages."
Currently, the members
of BLAGOSAH are working on
holding a town hall meeting
in conjunction with the
mayor's office as well as student leaders from other district universities in order to
address the issues and rights
for GLBT students.

Arts and Sciences Electlion Accused of Unethical Conduct
ETHICS from A3
ruled against and the Co chair of Local Elections
Spencer Chenier said that,
"favoritism is a miscellaneous claim and it was
thrown out. There has to be
explicit proof that there was
actually favoritism, and
there isn't.•
The second grievance was
filed against Woody and
Henry for handing out two
event flyers along with campaign flyers in a Blackburn
that read "Free For All."
General Elections Chair

Corey Cunningham ruled
against the second grievance
and said that the council felt
both grievances may have
been morally wrong but did
not violate the elections cons titution, therefore, no action
could be taken.
Howard and Smith still
feel that passing out of the
~Free For All" flyers was dis(ionest because it gave students the impression that
Woody and Henry's campaign
coordinated the One Mic II
and the B.E.S.T.S. Lecture

Series.
class presidents encouraging
"It's not fair for them to them to pick up handbill's for
hand out those flyers with the events to hand out at the
their
campaign
flyers 'Free for All."
because all of Arts and
Henry believes that their
Sciences helped coordinate participation in the two
those events," Stewart said. events shows their dedication
"Woody and Henry are trying as ASSC members, which
to imply that Arts and reflects on their campaign.
Sciences is endorsing them,
Howard and Smith are
which can sway voter's' opin- still in the running, but they
ions."
hope that the constitution of
Henry defends her slate future elections will prevent
and says she "sent out an further injustices.
announcement via e-mail to
UGSA representatives and

lation.
tion outcomes.
Candidates
discussed
"Regardless of what hapways to eliminate the current pens we should work to build
mittee must be mediated separatist practices of stu- up one another and not tearthrough campaign man- dent organizations and gov- ing each other down," assertagers. This practice has ernmental bodies. Thus ed Undergraduate Trustee
proven problematic for some reversing past precedents cand idate Jacques Purvis.
candidates who contend that and building allegiances ''We are all about doing
everyone may not be fortu- while actively abandoning things that will translate to
relationships
after
nate enough to have a cam- the bitterness and split that ou r
paign manager with experi- surrounds elections. The can- Howard and we can accomence and in formation is often didate's brainstormed ways to plish more working together
misconstrued or lost in trans- work from together in the post than we ever could divided."
election era regardless of elecSome candidates simply

struggle to understand the dynamic people who can
politics of campaigning. inspire groups of people to get
HUSA presidential candidate involved should use their
Ja'Ron Smith shared in the energy to get people involved
sentiments of many students and do the work that candias he expressed his foreign- dates are prevented from
ness to the politics governing doing."
Howard University and
Despite the hitches in carPower Hall.
rying . out the forum due to
"I am a stranger to run- scheduling problems, the
ning a campaign on Howard's coordinator was pleased with
campus," Smith said. • I the outcome.
think that the Elections
Committee, comprised of

her neutrality is part of her
professional responsibility.
Richardson said she
makes sure the office is
always a neutral place where
other candidates are welcome
to come in. But the campaignmanager for Howard Smith,
Byron Stewart, agrees, "its
hard to get a fair shake in the
election when the elections
chair is biased for a particular slate."
The first grievance was
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Help us help companies determine how import
taxes, manufacturing costs and labor will affect
their profits, and we'll help you build a career.
For opportunities and information go to:
www.pwcglobal.com/lookhere.
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& Sty
The Black Alternative
Some Blacks Have a
Different Beat
By Kamaria Moir
Contributing Writer •

Surviving
Howard
By Jozen Cummings
Life and Style Editor
If there was one thing m
Drew Hall R.A. gurantee
eshman year was that I, o
someone living in the dorm,
ould be robbed before grad
ation. When I heard this,
didn't laugh, but then again
wasn't shaken. Even before
came here, I've seen friend
get robbed, even shot, so thi
"ndeed was nothing new t

e.

.

I told myself that
wouldn't let t he possibility o~
getting robbed get in the waY.
of what I needed to do. If I
as hungry at 12 a.m. and n
one wanted to walk with me,
ell, I would just make th
rip up to Howard Chin
myself.
Early Saturday morning,
a group of Howard Universi
reshman and their guest
rom George Washingto~
University were faced with
similar situation. After bein
told by the Drew Hall securiy guard that they couldn't
wait in the lobby for a cab, o
outside in the courtyard, th
group walked up to the corner of Gresham St. an
Georgia Ave. to try and ge
their transportation.
While waiting for a cab,
hite van pulled up and a
man jumped out. He grabbe
one of the girls by the throat,
pointed a gun at her, an
aemanded that the GW stu
dent give him all her money.
Meanwhile, the othe
embers of the group fled. I
their attempt to run for safe
ty, two of the guys from Dre
all were shot.
The assailants drove o
n the van with only $40 and
a smoking gun.
When incidents like thes
happen1 I am reminded why
Wa$ told to be careful. But I'
also reminded of why I get s
strated with my school.
Inside of the gates, wear
safe as any college campu
an be. No one walks aroun
in fear, but once we step out
ide, things change. A fe
locks up the hill or a fe
locks down the hill, ca~
cause a safe world to morph:
i nto a crime-riddled "hood.
For some of us, the envi
onment outside of Howard'
ates is not a new one.
For others, they've neve
een the kind of people who
ongregate down by th
haw-Howard
Universi
metro stop.
No matter which group
ou're in, the situation we'r~
thrown to at Howard is not a
fair one. Since Howard own
much of the property wher
criminal activity occurs, theYJ
should be doing more to
secure the area. It's unfai
that st udents are forced t~
dapt to these conditions. j
don't necessarily know all the
ins and outs of how to stop
these random robberies and
hootings from happening,

•1

,see some change.
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The poster for "Afro-Punk," a new documentary about
African-American's who live the rock-n-roll life. Musicians
such as Cody Chestnutt, right, have embraced such a Ille
style.

Ryanne Dennis is a junior at
Baltimore Polytechnic Institute
High School in Baltimore. Her
near-shoulder length hair is in a
ponytail and she is dressed in a
black blouse, jeans and sneakers.
Boarding an MTA city bus
with several of her schoolmates,
she leaves school and heads
home. Like many of her middle
class, African American peers,
she is concerned with her
grades, likes hanging out with
friends and occasionally going
to the mall, when her schedule
permits.
But the music blasting
through her headphones is very
different from her peers. Dennis
listens to the Mexican rock
band, At the Drive In, while a
passenger across from her plays
Ashanti. Dennis is also the
bassist in an all-Black, allfemale rock band, covering
songs from alternative rock
bands as well as playing original
music. While her musical tastes
differ from the majority of her
peers, who listen to artists like
Ashanti, Dennis has plenty of
company in her world.
In the documentary, •Afro
Punk: The Rock and Roll Nigger
Experience," director James
Spooner follows six black youth
who are involved in punk music

scenes across the country. With
interviews with black punks
(used interchangeably with Afro
punks), Spooner tries to show
how blacks like Dennis differ
from the majority of black portrayed on television and in magazines.

More than the Music

"But my CD player's blaring the
Clash instead of 50 Cent."
The word "punk" arose in a
1970 journalistic essay on music
as a means of describing the
high-energy sound of this form
of rock and the youth embracing
it. Early black punk bands
include D.C.'s own Bad Brains
who formed in 1977. With the
attention grabbing earmarks of
punk, such as the Mohawk hairstyle (a shaved head with a track
of hair remaining in the middle
of the scalp), multiple and visible piercings, the attitudes of
the youth and certainly the loud
frantic sound of the music, punk
is a qualified culture to many.

Punk music is certainly
more than music to those in the
rock community.
"I· don't consider myself a
black punk," Dennis says. "Punk
itself is a lifestyle, a mentality. I
just like the music. l would like
to be ca.lied a punk incognito or
a closet punk."
"I just look like the typical
black female," she continues. See BLAKS B2

•

Exclusive Interview

True Hip-hop Authority: Talib Kweli
I nterview by Lionel Issacs

Contributing Writer
The news of the coming
storm did not stop funs from
packing Willie's Music store on
Georgia Ave. in hopes of seeing
one of hip hop's most influential
artists.
Talib Kweli stepped on to
the rap scene in 1998 as one half
of the duo Black Star with fellow
rapper Mos Def. The year 2000
brought Kweli's first major label
solo album, "Reflection Eternal,"
on Rawk"US records and his sophomore album "Quality" was
released in November 2002.
In an interview with The
Hilltop, Kweli talked about a
wide range of issues, from the
state of hip-hop to his own career
objectives.
FILE PHOTO

H : Do you use music as

much more than a means to
financial gain?
T: "You can spread messages through music, and as a
function of music."
.
H: How do you feel about
being called a role model?
T: I'm comfortable with
handling my responsibility, I
have been given that
H: How do you feel about
the way women are depicted in

Talib Kwell, during one of his performances, takes his
work as an artist very seriously.

hip-hop?
T: I try to represent the bhlance. I love women, and I speak
about women just as much as I
speak about men, not because I
have the extra affinity for
women, but because women
make up half the species, so it
don't make sense to just talk
about issues that effect men.

Actually [women make up] more
than half.
H : Do you feel you are categorized as being a certain kind of
rapper?
.
T: I'm not comfortable with
labeling and boxing an artist in,
whether it's from a commercial
standpoint or a conscious,
underground standpoint.

H : But don't you think the
boxes make people understand
you better?
T: It's not fair to the consumer who may not hear the
music and may think that it's one
thing because it's what the box
says, and it's not fair to the artist
because l can't grow and expand.
H : What do you feel about
artists being accountable for
what they say?
T: You can't put that respon•
sibility on people's shoulders. So,
you know it's not fair to [say]
because you make music, you're
somehow more responsible than
other· people in society. Though
it's true ... but most people don't
know that. It's hard to hold
[other artists] responsible for
what they don't know. It's like
being mad at a baby.
H : What about the relation•
ship between you and your former partner Mos Def? Are things
rocky?
T: He makes me strive to be
a better MC, a better artist.
When l went on the road for the
first time, Mos had been on the
road before, so you know I had to
step my game up to share a stage
with that man. [Our friendship]
has definitely been a blessing for
me.
H: How do you feel about

your career thus far? Are you
happy where you're at, at this
point?
T: I'm blessed to have a
career that still allows me to
build with regular people, do
what I want to do for a living,
[and] make the music I want to
make. That keeps me down to
earth. I'm not isolated from the
people. I don't know any other
way to be.
H : What's your stance on
the current state of hip-hop?
T: Hip-hop is going to be
wherever the people are. The
artists who are popular are popular because that is what the people are demanding. If the people
demand better, then the artists
will get better.
H : Many fear white artists
like Eminem will be the down fall
of the industry, do you see race
being an issue?
T: Personally I don't rare if
there white, pink or green.
H: Ultimately, what are you
trying to accomplish through
your music and do you feel
you've accomplished these
goals?
T: I just tried to make quality music. l just tried to make
music that felt good, and yeah I
think I succeeded.

420 Almost on Time=====
By Edith So dolo
Contributing Writer

decided to embrace their
hometown of DC as a stage to
where they display their musical talent.
This , hip-hop neo-soul
band combines elements of
Can You Feel 420 Lauda? jazz, rap, and go-go to produce
Instead of sweeping the a sound unique to popular
stages of • American Idol," music. Dare! Hancock, Marcus
"Star Search" or "Making of Richardson,
Vincent
the Band," 420 Lauda has Richardson, Jordan Ringo,

Grade: B-

and Tim Steele are the five
members of 420 Lauda.
Hancock and M. Richardson
are the lyricists and vocalists,
V. Richardson is the pianist,
Ringo is the bass player, and
Steele is the drummer.
Hancock loves poetry and
has gotten inspiration for his
lyrics from poets like Pablo
Neruba and E. Ethelbert

Miller who is the director of
the
African
American
Resource center at Howard
University. M. Richardson
writes poetry, shorts stories,
and has a passion for spoken
word. V. Richardson trains
under Dr. Raymond Jackson,
an internationally known classical pian ist at Howard
University. He also composes

piano pieces.
Ringo has
played with a Grammy nominated vocal group and performed at the jazz scenes in
the Midwest before he found
himself in D.C. Steele has
been playing the drums since
he was two years old and he
incorporates a variety of musi-

See 420 page B2

=JFE
Some Blacks Have a
Different Beat
BLACKS from B1
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There's no letting go of the microphone reggae artist Wayne Wonder holds In his hand.
Above, Wayne Wonder warms up as one of his cohorts enjoys what he's hearing.

Exclusive Interview

"Got somebody / she is a
beauty / very special / really
and truly." Sound familiar?
The smash single "No
Letting Go" has one of the
catchiest beats and heartfelt
lyrics of any mainstream reggae song to date. In short,
Wayne Wonder, the smooth
voice behind the song, has
single handedly brought
emotion back to dancehall.
In terms of mainstream
staying power, there is no
denying the power of the
"Reggae Explosion" which
has brought acclaim to artists
such as Scan Paul and countless others.
Reggae artists' songs are
now getting regular airplay
on major radio stations, a
practice that was not common only a few years ago.
The runaway success of "No
Letting Go" has both pleased
and excited Wayne Wonder.
"I want to make music for
everybody, so everyone can
appreciate it," Wonder says.
"If it is getting mainstream
attention, then that is good."
Wayne Wonder, who was
born Von Wayne Charles on
July 26th, 1972, has been
influenced by music since he

was very young.
"In the early days, my
mom sang, and that was an
inspiration," Wonder says.
Wonder also cites musical icons like Mahalia
Jackson, Al Green, Bob
Marley and old school danceball records as influential
players in the formulation of
his distinct musical style.
Make
no
mistake.
Although the recent runaway
success of "No Letting Go"
may make some believe that
Wayne Wonder is new to the
industry, this is not the case.
Wayne began recording
music in the late 198o's in
Jamaica, and he made a
name for himself doing covers of popular songs.
However, the success was
bittersweet for Wonder, who
yearned to be recognized for
his original material.
"Them producers really
didn't want to hear my original
material"
Wonder
reflects. "It was very frustrating."
This frustration caused
Wayne to make a vow to himself that he would only record
original material from that
point on. Judging by the winning combination of heartfelt
lyrics and catchy beats and
rhythms, it seems Wonder

what 1s not," he says. "Which
needless to say, perpetuates a
social division between blacks
and whites."
Sadly, this narrow representation of the black experience in the media also causes a
division
among
blacks.
Hopefully people like Josh will
feel welcomed by his whole
black community and not just a
portion of them.
Dennis, thinking about the
attitudes in the black community toward this alternative
lifestyle, shares her desire for a
change in the way blacks see
themselves and each other.
"I just want people to know
that not all blacks are into hip
hop," she says. "I love what I
listen to, and I don't really care
what people think of it anymore. Black people helped create [punk culture] with people
like Hendrix and Little Richard.
Instead of shunning it, people
should embrace it.•

Jozen's Jargon, Surving Howard

Wayne Wonder
By Jennifer L Williams
Hilltop Staff Writer

he says. "Some things that I did
do
[during my time as a
Spiritually Different
Wiccan]
were invocation of
This alternative lifestyle
doesn't stop at music. spirits, casting protective speUs
Spirituality is also a side to the and making offerings to The
black alternative perspective Great Spirit.'"
Brown says he was unconrarely explored. D. Brown,
cerned
by popular opinion.
another black punk and a fresh"I
never
felt like a part of
man at the University of
society
anyway.
So the discrimMaryland Eastern Shore, was
ination
I
would
have
felt, I didonce a Wiccan before convertn't
feel.
I
lived
my
life
as an outing to his current belief in
cast and even though I'm part
Christianity.
Wiccan's foUow the Wieea of society now, I'm still an outreligion, which is largely influ- cast, just in different ways."
enced by Masonic and Celtic
Their People Against Them
teachings, and is an earthOther blacks on the alterbased religion. Those who folnative
scene have not been as
low Wicca are often referred to
fortunate
in avoiding the sting
as witches.
Worship of nature and of discrimination. Josh, a junrespecting "The Great Spirit" ior Anthropology major at
are large parts of Wicca, Howard and former lead singer
according to Brown. "The of a punk rock band, finds the
Great Spirit" in Wicca is consid- stereotyping of black culture to
be corrosive.
ered the spirit of all things.
"There is a tendency to cre"Wicca was more someate
this imaginary cultural
thing I practiced on my own,"
agenda as to what is black and

JARGON from B1

made a brilliant decision.
Wayne Wonder's "No
Holding Back" is an album
that required a lot of time
and energy on Wonder's part.
"The album took twoand-a-half months to finish,
and at the end, I had 30
songs, and I had to cut it
down to 17."
Challenging as the task
was, the 17 tracks that comprise
clearly
showcase
Wayne's best work, full of
silky smooth lyrics and a
variety of dance floor- ready
beats. From the bass driven,
soulful "Friend Like Me" to
the vintage dancehall-tinged
"The Mood ls Right,"
Wonders' range is as dynamic as his talent.
In conclusion, Wayne
Wonder's music is as romantic as it is rhythmic, a combination that is guaranteed to
earn him success and
longevity in the music industry. As an artist who is devoted to making feel-good music
that all can relate to in some
way, Wonder is definitely one
to watch for in the upcoming
months.

Then again, our neighborhood isn't going to
change overnight. It can
even begin to look like
Georgetown, but it doesn't
mean it'll be crime-free. All I
know is some GW student's
perception of our school will
be forever changed because

of what happened to her
right on the perimeter of
Howard's campus.
Just because the situation didn't happen on the
football field, doesn't mean
she's going to disassociate
the crime from the school.
For her, Howard University
is probably going to become
just like that place her moth-

er told her to never go to
when she was little.
And who can blame her?
I
work
on
George
Washington
University's
campus, and I know I'm safe.
But I go to Howard
University and like everyone
else here, I can only hope.

Organ ~T,ssue
DONATION

Share your life. Share your decision~
For a free brochure about Organ & Tissue
Donation, call 1-800-355-SHARE.

Wayne Wonder's latest
album is in stores today.

Coalition on. Donation

Local Group 420, Landa; Listen to Their Demo
420 from B2
cal elements into his performance.
420 Lauds has played in
many of the popular venues
located in DC including Kaffa
House, State of the Union,
and Club Daeda,us. They
have also been musical guests
at schools such as Howard
University, University of
Maryland, and Banneker High
School. Their debut album
will be in stores soon, but they
have a demo tape of four
tracks that display their versatile sounds.
"Can You Feel This" is the
groups first single and it's the
first song on the demo tape.
This slow tempo song has
dominant drumbeats and add
elements of go-go to it. It
appears to be recorded live so

B2

the sound quality is poor. The
demo tape only gets better
after the first song. "When
the Bass" has a soothing mellow jazz instrumental. · It
starts with the bass solo, and
then all of the instruments follow complementary. The pure
feminine voice of L. Robinson
starts the song by singing the
chorus "when the bass ...," and
the lyricist smoothly takes
over the track by poetically
reciting rhymes. The song
ends with Robinson scatting.
Her voice is reminiscent of
R&B singer Amel Larrieux.
The
next
track
is
"Anthem" featuring Deborah
Bond who has been a musical
guest at Howard University.
This song has similar go-go
elements as the first track, but
the beat is a faster and funkier
jazz. The song slows down

when Bond has her solo and
when the lyricist raps. This
technique accentuates her
soulful voice and his lyrical
message. The last song is a
bonus track and it is untitled.
The instrumental uptempo
jazz groove driven by the
drums, piano and chimes
allows the composition to be
complex, powerful, and beautiful.
420 Lauda's experience
and education in music is
obvious through this demo.
They still have room to grow
and learn more about music in
the aspects of production,
lyrics, and sound quality.

For more information on
420 Lauda log on to
www.420/auda.com

PHOlO COUR'l'ESY OF ~UOA COM

Local group 420 Lauds takes a break from one of their studio sessions. The group Is currently shopping their demo.
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HU Basketball Prepares for Conference Tournament
By Thomas Savage, Jr.
Sports Editor
The men's basketba ll
team is getting mor e and
more excited as they finish
their confer ence schedule.
With just a few more games
left to play before the end of
the regular season, Howard is
making a run for it .
The Bison, led by MEAC
player of the year Ron
Williamson's average 22 .8
points a game, are currently
fifth in conference standings.
With a r ecord of 9· 7,
Howard is sti ll looking to
make a run at the fourth and
third spots. The MEAC conference gives five first round
byes to the top five teams in
the conference. The remaining nine teams play each
other. Howard hopes to get
one of the top five bids for a
number of reasons.
Receiving a bye will allow
the Bison to get an extra day
of rest and have the ability to
scout some of the teams that
they will see later in the tour•
nament. Also, a bye wi ll
allow them to play a lower
seeded team, helping them to
build momentum as they take
on the likes of South Carolina
State or Hampton in the conference championship.
The Bison have had a late
season spark \\foning s ix of
their last seven. It seems like
the men have finally settled
into a groove and all of the
players are st arting to better
understand their roles on the

t

Seye Alukoplctured above fends off two defenders as he goes up strong for a rebound.
team.
With the constant and
steady contributions of
Kyle Williams, averaging
Men
15.6 points a game, he has
South Carolina vs. Hampton
been able to put his name
Delaware St. vs. Howard
in the record books,
becoming the ninth allWomen
time leading scorer in
Delaware St. Howard
Howard's history. With
the help of freshman
guard Louis Ford, who is cur- the second half of the season.
Seye Aluko has stepped
rently second in MEAC in
up
his
game this year scoring
assists, the Bison have moved
just
under
ten points a game
the ball around much better

Games of the week:

College Basketball
Player Turns Back on
American Flag
By Robert L. Anderson, n.
Contributing Writer
As college students have
recently organized a National
Rally against the United States'
involvement in the Iraqi War for
Mar. 5, one college basketball
player has been leading the way
with her silent protest all season.
Manhattanville College (NY)
senior player Toni Smith has
constantly refused to face the flag
during the pre-game playing of
the national anthem.
The sociology major has
declined to be interviewed by the
press several times. Her only
legitimate response for these
actions thus far has been a 250·
word statement outlining the
reasons for her protest as "the
inequalities that are embedded
into the American system,• and
"the war America will soon be
entering."
·1 think it is about time that
she had the courage to do what a
lot of people have only thought
about doing," sophomore electronic studio major Michael•
Jakim 11tomas said "It definitely would have been better to see
students at Howard leading the
movement against the war like in
the past, but I'm glad that she is
doing her part."
Not all feel the way Thomas
does about Smith's actions. Jeny
Kiley, a 56-ycar-old Vietnam vet•
eran from Rockland County,
N .Y., was ejected from a previous
game as he ran onto the basketball court, presenting the United
States flag into the face of Smith
as she lined up while another
player prepared to shoot free
throws. "She has disgraced herself and she has disgraced the
flag," Kiley said after promptly
being escorted out of the arena by
security forces.
The objections against Smith
have taken place long before
Kiley's individual protest. At an
away game versus Mt. St. Mary's
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College in Maryland, the student
government was allowed to issue
small U.S. flags before the game.
Over 500 students filled the
gymnasium, constantly jeering at
Smith and sang "God Bless
America" at every possible
opportunity. During another
away game at the U.S. Merchant
Academy, students continued
similar protest while directing
chants of"Leave our Country" to
Smith.
Prominent women's basket·
ball head coach Geno Auriemma,
whose University of Connecticut
Huskies team is holder of the
nation's longest winning streak
at 67 games, says if Toni Smith
were on his team, she wouldn't
be for long.
Auriemma
told
The
Hartford Courant: 'The flag is a
symbol of what we stand for.
Anybody who does [what Smitl1
bas], they have the right to do it,
but to me it's disrespectful and ...
I would ha,oe the right not to have
that person on my team. ·men
they can sue me and say, 'You're
den>ing me my rights,'•
Manhattanville first-year
coach Shawn Lincoln has
declined talking about whether
or not a basketball arena is a
proper place to hold political
protest; however, school president Richard Berman has been
extremely supportive of Smith's
right to express her ideas, regardless of whether or not anyone
agrees or disagrees with her
views.
Smith has showed no signs
of ending her protest, as they
should continue until the team's
final game of the season, but
spectators have also showed no
signs of ceasing to voice their
opinions as Stacey Jacobson, a
regular at Manhattanville home
games stated, "I firmly believe
she has the right to do what she
wants, but she's doing it on
Manhattan's dime.

and grabbing seven rebounds
a game. Mac Wilkinson has
been able to contribute
tremendously by scoring in
double digits bis last four
games.
If the men continue on
the path that they are on,
they will certainly make a lot
of noise in the conference
tournament. If the tourna•
ment started today, Howard
would face Coppin in the second round. With the tourna·
ment being close to home, the

men are looking for strong
fan support as they look to
grab this year's MEAC title,
improving on last year's sec•
ond place finish.
The Lady Bison are cur·
rcntly tied for third in the
conference wi th a record of
9-5. Led by first team allconference forward Courtney
Kirk and second team allconference guard Asia Petty,
the Lady Bison are looking to
beat out FAMU for the third
spot going into the tournament.
With the scoring and
rebounding of Kirk and
Petty, the Lady Bison have
strong leadership and experi·
ence that should carry them a
long way through the tournament. With a bye in the first
round, the Lady Bison are
almost guaranteed a third
round appearance, and hope·
fully the experience will kick
in, helping them to step it up
and move into the champi•
onship.
Shauna Ruglass is averaging 7.1 rebounds and 9 points
a game. Simone Agee is averaging just over 11 points a
game. Kirk and Petty have
almost identical stats as they
each are averaging just over
16 points and about 6
rebounds a game. The focus
for the end of the season a nd
the tournament for the Lady
Bison will be to keep everyone involved and come into
every game ready to play.

Williamson Named MEAC
Player of the Year
Courtesy of
Bisonmania.eorn
A 6'1" senior guard from
Columbus,
Ohio,
Ron
Williamson had a phenome•
na l season. He averaged
almost 23 points per game
and scored more than 30
points in six out of seven
games.
"I am honored to be
voted player of the year,"
said Williamson. "I think I
was more surprised than
anything. It is a great honor
and a tribute to my coaches
and teammates."
Williamson scored a
school-record 52 points
against North Caroli na A&T
and at one point during the
season, he scored 30 or
more points in six out of
seven games. Williamson
ranked among the best in
FILE PHOTO
tbe conference in several
categories including scoring,
free throw shooting percent• Ron WIiiiamson wins MEAC Player of the Year.
age (88 percent), three-point
field goal percentage (45 per- State.
6 · 6 senior guard/forward
cent) and three pointers
Williamson, who was not from Burlington, NJ, ranked
made (3.82) per game.
selected to either the first or in several statistical cateDuring his 52-point per- second pre-season All-MEAC gories in the conference
formance, Williamson hit on team, received 73 out of a including scoring, three11-of-14 from three-point possible 95 votes.
point shooting, rebounding
range while also adding
and steals. He scored in dou·
career-high eight assists.
NOTE: Kyle Williams hie figures in all but two
Williamson had another was voted to the AII-MEAC games this season and led
noteworthy accomplishment second team after averaging the team in scoring in eight
when he scored an unbeliev- almost 16 points despite games this season.
able 16 points in overtime playing most of the season
during a win over Norfolk with a sore knee. Williams, a

Write for sports!
Budget meetings Tuesdays at 7:00 pm
West Towers, Plaza Level
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Local High School Star Stands Above Re~t
By Thomas Savage Jr
Sports Editor

There is a lot of debate as to
who will be this year's top
choice for the NFL draft.
USC quarterback Carson
Palmer is projected to be the
first pick, becoming the best
quarterback on the worst team,
the Cincinnati Bengals. This
year though, more than one
quarterback is considered to be
in the top ten of the draft, and
one of them happens to be from
Washington, DC.
Byron Leftwich, a 6-4, 240
lb African American is projected to be the second quarterback
drafted this year.
Leftwich was born on
January
14,
1980,
in
Washington, DC. He attended
H.D. Woodson High School,
where he lettered in three
sports, baseball, basketball,
and football. After his senior

year, he was selected to the all•
metro team, and received
offensive player of the year
honors.
Leftwich went on to play at
Marshall his freshman year in
college and was the number
one backup. Learning the system quickly, Lefu,~ch was
looked at as a contender for the
starting job the following year.
He played in just three
games before injuring his
ankle. Receiving a medical redshirt, Leftwich had even more
time to learn the Marshall sys•
tem and physically prepare
himself for the pain of being a
Division I starting quarterback.
Leftwich returned to camp
the next season better than
ever. Immediately chosen as
the starting quarterback, he
had a remarkable season
throwing for over 3,300 yards
and over 20 touchdowns.
The incredible season

Leftwich had that year only got
better as the season went on.
Leftwich threw only 9 interceptions, making his touchdownto-interception ratio the lowest
of all quarterbacks in the country with at least 400 passes.
Also Leftwich ended the
season thro,ving 138 passes
without
an
interception.
Lefuvich led the MAC in seven
offensive categories, including
most total offense, most passing yards, and touchdown passes.
The next year proved to be
no different as Lefuvich totally
dominated the MAC conference, putting together the best
single-season year for a quarterback. He was named MAC
player of the year, and listed in
the top ten for the Heisman by
most media outlets.
Leftwich met or broke five
conference records his junior
year, total offense (4,224), total

touchdowns (41), passing
attempts (470-tied), completions (315), and passing yards
(4,132).
Lefuvich was able to throw
for 400 yards in four games,
including three straight. He
improved his accuracy by having the second best touchdown
to interception ratio nationally
(5.4-1). Leftwich ended his junior year throwing for 576
against East Carolina in the
GMAC Bowl, to lead on the
greatest comebacks in college
bowl history.
After hearing suggestions
of turning pro early, and
becoming a definite first-round
draft choice, Leftwich decided
to return to Marshall for his
fifth and senior year, hoping to
get more experience and looking to break all of the records
that he fell shy of. During his
senior season, he threw and
completed more passes than

ever before, while still improving on his completion percentage.
Leftwich ended this last
season ,vith his name at the top
of most of the NCAA offensive
records and most of the MAC
offensive records.
Lefuvich is considered by
many to be the greatest football
player to ever come out of the
DC
metropolitan
area.
Leftwich was a Heisman trophy
finalist, Johnny Unitas Golden
Arm Award Candidate, and a
Walter Camp Player of the Year
Candidate.
"Byron Lefuvich may be the
best quarterback in America.
He has et erything you could
ask for - a quick release, a
strong arm, accuracy and leadership. He is, no doubt, the best
in America,• said Mike
Gottfried of ESPN.
Leftwich has publicly stated that he was hoping to avoid

playing for the Beng<\ls, and it
looks like the Bengals have no
interest in choosing him first
overall in this year's draft.
Although there are several
teams that may be looking for a
quarterback, Chicago I seems to
be the most likely team to draft
a quarterback ,vith a top ten
selection.
Chicago's current starter,
Jim Miller, is certainly not getting the job done. Many analyst
say that Chicago will pickup
Cordell Stewart as a free agent,
get rid of all their quarterbacks,
and sign Leftwich }"ith the
fourth overall pick. Lefuvich
looks like he will be a very good
starting quarterback in t he
NFL.

I

a Bear or a Bengal, or
even a Redskin, Leftwich will
definitely be one of the best
quarterbacks in this year's draft
class.
As

Column

Jonathan Ogden and Howard
'
Let's Get Ready To Rumble
Legacy: Raven Rests in
Football Family Tree

By Keith Sneed
Contributing Writer

Witll his unique gamecock
fighting style, Jones focused on
the T-zone of Ruiz's face.
For a long time now, the Because Roy is trademarked for
sport of boxing has somewhat his quickness, many felt as
lost its excitement. If it weren't though he was too light and not
for the creativity of Mike strong enough to beat a heavy•
Tyson's facial tattoo or the weight opponent. That talk bas
announcers trying to prolong been quieted, but only moderhis interviews, then the enter- ately.
tainment factor of the sport
Even though Ruiz was the
would be virtually non-exis- WBA titleholder he is still not
tent.
considered to be a great fighter.
By watching this fight it
However, there is still one
exciting boxer left, and his was plain to see why Jones is
name is Roy Jones Jr.
considered to be the bes t
Throughout Jones' career pound for pound fighter to step
he has been criticized for the into the ring. By not allowing
lack of skill of his opponents. Ruiz to attack his body, Jones
He has dominated the light was able to stick and move
heavy weight division for some while constantly frustrating
time now and there just doesn't Ruiz ,vith his jab, not to menseem to be a worthy opponent tion his taunting. Although it
out there. Is that his fault?
seemed as if Jones was not able
From playing exhibition to knock out his opponent ,vith
basketball games the morning one shot he did make a target of
of a day he is scheduled to fight, Ruiz's nose, which bled for
or having heated interviews via about eight rounds.
satellite with other boxers in
Now that Jones has 1/3 of
the dressing room prior to the heavyweight title people are
entering the ring, Jones has the starting to talk about whom he
confidence and cockiness of no ,viii figl1t next. Many speculate
other.
that Mike Tyson will be his next
Saturday Mar. 1 Roy Jones opponent.
(193 lbs), quieted the critics by
Now, it is known tllat Roy
defeating John Ruiz (223 lbs), might be the best at what he
convincingly in a 12-round does but let's be realistic now.
unanimous decision.
The Iron Mike is not only 32 lbs
scorecards were lopsided hav- heavier, he is built like a brick
ing Jones ,vinning 11 of the 12 wall, his punches feel like a
rounds.
hammer hit you, he may be just

as quick as Jones, and he is
crazy. It is no wonder why they
call him Iron.
Jones may not know what
he has gotten himself into.
Tyson is attempting to climb
back to the top of the ranks and
he will probably fight anyone
he can ,vith enough popularity
to get him back to the point
where he can have his rematch
,vith Lennox Le,vis. Now that
he has defeated Ruiz it is only
natural that people believe that
Tyson should fight Jones.
Don King is probably licking his chops right now because
if he can pull this off this could
be one of the most anticipated
fights since the "The Rumble in
the Jungle."
But is Roy trying to become
the undisputed heavy weight
champ? It is highly unlikely
because the 6'6" Le,vis is too
much of a Goliath for Jones
and they don't allow slingshots
in the ring.
Jones stated tllat he made
the jump to make history and
he has once again succeeded.
We can all dream about Mike
Tyson vs. Roy Jones but we
may never see it. Until then
Roy Jones has just given everyone another reason not to forget.

By Mela nie M. Clarke
Hilltop Staff Writer

Jonathan Ogden got his
position on the World
Champion Baltimore Ravens'
offensive line when he
responded to a classified ad:
"Wanted: 6'8" tall, 350
pounds, fast and light on the
feet. Needed for protection
of expensive investment from
monstrous combatants. Long
hours of exhaustive work, little recognition."
Returning from a West
Coast golf course in 75degree
weather
Ogden
remarked, "People just don't
understand how hard we
work
from
July
to
December."
After seven January trips
to the Pro Bowl, Ogden's season
hasn't
ended
in
December since his rookie
year. He made Art Modell
look like a genius for choosing him as the Ravens first
draft pick, above Ray Lewis,
when the franchise began.
This year, Ogden traveled
to Hawaii with his younger
brother Marques of Howard
University, who was invited
to Maui to play in the Hula
Bowl, his first Bowl appearance. •we were warming up
and 1 was looking for
[Marques],• Ogden said, "l
think he did a good job out
there and it was good to see ...
that all his hard work is starting to pay off."
took a rare blowout.
Marques
admits
Niagara, who was beaten by George
Jonathan's
guidance
and
Washington on the same field day before,
experience
have
benefited
opened the contest on short goals by Meg
McNereny, Ashley Baker and Marrisa Muldon him. "My brother [is] more
of a support group," he said,
for an early 3-0 advantage.
"When
it comes to me, he's
&ut senior Kathy Theodore answered
for Howard with an unassisted goal at the more of an advisor."
Jonathan admired his
11:00 mark, bringing the Lady Bison to withyounger
brother's attitude
in 4-1.
while
having
his big brother's
Two more goals by McNereny and a
shadow
on
him.
"I know it's
tally from Sandra Gallegos in a four and a half
tough
on
Marques
trying to
minute span put the "home" team in a huge
live
up
to
what
I've
done.
He
deficit at halftime, 11-2.
can
be
a
solid
NFL
player
if
The Bison, who were undermanned
on substitutions, caught the Purple Eagle he keeps working hard," said
defense napping on a few occasions and easi- Ogden, "He comes from a
ly took advantage of a couple of fast break good family, so he'll be
opportunities. The result was goals by Eva alright."
Though their father was
Okereke and Jezelle Estrado, making the
unable
to travel due to health
score 13-5 with 5:42 left.
concerns,
the sons were able
Estrado had another chance for a
Bison tally with 5:20 remaining, but her shot to have their mother,
just went wide left of goalkeeper Michelle Cassandra Sneed Ogden,
Nucci. A minute later, Gallegos took advan- make the trip. "It really felt
tage of the miscue with her fourth goal and a fabulous ... I tried to be a real
cheerleader,• she remarked
with enthusiasm and anxiety
See LACROSS page BS

Lacrosse Team Falls To
Niagara
By: Mich ael T. Lyle, Jr.
Contributing Writer

After finally getting their first game of the
season under their belts, Sunday afternoon's
performance against Niagara University will
be one that the Howard women's lacrosse
team and head coach Melinda Vaughn ,viii
truly want to forget.
Despite a second half rally in which
freshman Brittany Merritt tallied a hat trick
in the last two minutes, the Lady Bison
dropped a 15-8 decision to the Purple Eagles
in game that took a few days to make up.
"It was a lack of focus today", said
coach Vaughn. "There were too many breakdowns in the first half. We didn't play up to
their skills level."
The contest was originally scheduled
for a 4 p.m. start at Greene Stadium last
Thursday afternoon. But the recent snowstorm that pounded the district and the bad
field cond itions at Greene forced both teams
to compete at George Washington
University's Mt. Vernon Athletic Field.
Either way, the long vacation added to
Howard's (0-1) struggles in their first 30
minutes of the season and they eventually
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at seeing both sons in a Bowl
game, adding, "Football
moms spend a lot of time in
prayer."
When Jonathan left
UCLA as a multi-sport athlete, his first decision after
being drafted was whether to
accept his invitation to the
Olympic trials as a shotputter
or to NFL training camp as a
rookie. In January of 2000,
as purple and black confetti
rained on his head after the
Ravens won the Super Bowl,
he knew he made the right
decision.
"That was the best day of
my life [in football]. We
knew we were going to win
games ... we just rode the
wave all the way to Tampa.
That was a great year. That
was a lot of fun."
His
father
Shirrel
watched football on Saturday
and Sunday afternoons for
nearly a decade before he got
to hold the Lombardi trophy
and Super Bowl ring. One
conversation tells that his
All-American and All-Pro
sons have brought him even
more pride than when he
played football at Howard
University.
"There's not many things
in your life [that] give you the
feeling that you get when you
see one of your children
achieve something like .that,"
Shirrel Ogden said, "You're
much happier for them than
you could be if it happened to
you."
When asked about their
father's days at Howard, the
sons speak with an ambiguous admiration. "I heard he
was good," Marques commented with a knowing
smile. "I didn't know a whole
lot," remarked Jonathan, "I
think he was trying not to
force us in any direction.
Whatever we accomplish is
up to us."
The senior Ogden was

encouraged to play for
Howard by the coaching staff
who saw him around campus.
"He was an eye catcher at the
time," said Marshall Emery,
Assistant Coach duri}g the
early seventies when hirrel
Ogden played, "We ha to be
assertive with him aqd get
him to understand he ha?
great ability ... a future ih football.•
Though he was nicknamed 'Tiny,' the expecta·
tions were as large as the guy
who walked ont o the field at
6 feet 3 inches tall and over
300 pounds. "The challenge
to him was, 'you gotta' work
hard," remarked Emery,
"One of my big problems
was ... finding a unifor;m to fit
him."
I
Marques deci~ed
to
attend Howard University in
1996 to remain near his
father during recovery from
kidney failure. With that, the
Bison football legacy was
revived.
Isaac Darden, Director of
Operations at Burr Gym,
pointed out of the front window toward Wa$hington
Hospital Center and recalled,
"Marques used to walk from
here to the hospital to see his
father."
"I'm just happy for the ...
family to see that people are
looking at the cornerstone,•
said Emery, "Being a good
father and a good family and
keeping them focused on
what life is about."
With over thir~ years at
Howard, Darden was able to
know the legacy players as
well as Jonathan .lb:fore he
went to UCLA. 1wnen his
sons were youngetI\[Shirrel]
used to bring th
... and
they would stand p against
the fence and look onto the
field,• said Darden, "Little
did we know they ,vould grow
up to be what they are today."

Vote March
6th!
March 4, 2003

LaGrosse
TeainFalls
To Niagara
1

LACROSS from 84
14-5 advantage.

After a quick threegoal burst by Merritt cut
Niagara's lead down to six
and forced Purple Eagle
coach Kevin Krause to take a
timeout, "Gallegos ended the
'
I
threat-with
her fifth goal to
complete the scoring and
gave Niagara (1-1) their first
victory of the season.
In the win, Grosso
dished ollt four assists and
Gallegos added two more.
Merritt, who paced
the Lad)' Bison with those
three goals, would have
rather seJn her efforts contribute to a victory.
"I found my game in
the second half", said
Merritt. "It's really disappointing because we didn't
play withi the effort like we
do in pra4tice. We're a much
better team than this."
Estrado finished with
two goals and Elisha
Newsome added another in a
losing effort.
The Lady Bison will next
battle
Stony
Brook
University on Saturday,
March 15 in an u a.m. start
-1t Greent Stadium.

Learning How to Play the Tax Game
TAXES from A6
be aware of in the tax
process than these things.
Avoiding schemes by tax
opportunists is a very important problem for th e taxpayer
to be aware of.
The IRS has written a list

entitled, "dirty dozens,"
which lists twelve popular
schemes performed during
tax season.
Identity theft is one of the
twelve on the list and the IRS
said one way to prevent this
is by selecting a trustworthy
tax professional.

Business Profile:
Howard
Delicatessen
DELI from A6
been the choice of students an faculty, but the
choice of celebrities as well.
Coli n Powell and the
Four Tops are a few of the
celebrities who have visited
the deli. All of their pictures
sit in frames on the store's
white shelves.
Pictures of celel-rities
are not the only ones worthy enough to be displayed
in the store.
Tons of p ictu res of
Howard and Banneker students paint the walls of the
deli.
The delica tessen also
provides publicity for the

Howard football and basketball team by hanging
their pictures up as well.
Regi Payton, who has
worked at the Delicatessen
for over 32 years, smiled
proudly as he spoke of his
love for his colleagues.
"We all grew up together. We played baseball and
football at Cordozo and
have formed a strong bond,
said Payton, We are like
fami ly."
After Payton reminisced
about his rich past wi th his
colleagues he ended by saying, " If you want good eating on Georgia Avenue
come down to 2612."

"African-Americans get a fessional would then request
tax refund; ranks at number an additional payment to file
five on the "Dirty dozens," an additional tax return that
list. This scheme has does not exist, thus profiting
occurred in the past when tax from the excess money.
profess ionals stated that
Research is the most
reparations for slavery could important aspect of avoidi ng
be received by filing a sepa- schemes as well as getting the
rate tax return. The tax pro- correct tax return.

NEW!

"It is important for people to have tax knowledge
because tax laws change
every year, said Montague.
"If you miss or leave something out, the federal government does not care.•

just <::)
~
case ~

from Procter & Gamble

l ~ _)

Jusll lia case~

you don't have a lot oftimeGive us 1 hour & 15 minutes and we'll give
you the experience of
working at /P'&G.
Swifter Wet/et
Interactive
on-line
casestudyr
An Innovative
way to experience
product case
studies.
Work with a team
of players from all
functions and RACE
against time to develop
your plan to take
Swifter Wet/et from initial
Idea to market launch.
Become eligible to "Win a day at IP'&G"
for an all expenses paid chance to visit with

the Swifter team and get a screening
Interview with P&G recruiting.
Go to: INW'IN'..pgjustincose.com for scheduled game dates and times.
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Steve Martin

Get caught drinking
underage in DC
and you're going to jail no way around it.

TOLERANCE

You'll call Mom and Dad.
Tell school. Pay a fine.
Go to court. It gets ugly.

UNDERAGE DRINKING
I

No warnings.
No getting off.
No way out.
v1etropolitan Police Department/ vmw.mpdc.dc.gov
District Department of Transportation

March ,, 2003

Don't drink
under 21 in DC it just isn't worth it.

Queen Latifah

Bringing down the House
PG·13 mllffllTIIU.JCAUmllDO

movies.yahoo.com/house
0.-twd t,-81.(1" Y$U f'CMtS QcSTJIIIJJlON
CTQ.06T(JI( l"ICIU'CS

•
SPECIAL ADVANCE SCREENING ON TUESDAY, MARCH 4TH AT 7:30PM
AMC MAZZA GALLERIE 5300 WISCONSIN AVE, NW
Stop by The Hilltop Office located at 2251 Sllennan Ave, tNI during business hours to receive acomp[imentary pass for lwo In see
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General Assembly Should
Take Some Blame
I

The elections have been
getting much negative attention
as of late, largely because of the
lack of speak-outs and consequential unawareness of the
candidates and their slates,
along with individu•
als who have dropped
out of their respective

from running so badly?
Remember going through
four consecutive elections last
year before having a H USA
president? Well, those of us
who were here remember how

would pay careful attention to
elections this year and try to
make things run smoothly,
starting with their elections
chair. It is the job of the General
Assembly to oversee th~ elections and keep · disorganization and rorrup•
tion from occurring.
races.
It is not fair to the
Though the probcandidates and nis not
lems that have surfair to the student body
faced in this year's
at large that our leaderThe General Assembly is ship is sitting back
elections are primari•
ly the fault of the
ancl not
largely responsible for the complacently
Elections Committee
doing their job. 1
and
Corey
Thursday, stupoor way in which elections dentsOnwill
Cunningham, The
make their
General Assembly
way to cast their votes
have been going.
inherently has some
in an election that has
responsibility for not
been solely based on
holding Cunningham
campaign advertising.
responsible for the things that pitiful the whole thing made the Hopefully, students will do
have taken place. The General elections process seem. It actu- their best to make informed
Assembly is to blame for much ally caused disinterest in school decisions despite the lack of
of the disorganization that has elections on behalf of the stu- leadership that has been the '
plagued the elections process dent body. In light of this past norm in this year's elections.
this year and last. \>\'hat have experience, one would think
they been doing to keep things that the General Assembly

Our View:

No Letters, No Housing?
Last
Friday, Howard cover story reported such on last including The Hilltop, were not
University students could be Tuesday. Residence Life said that included on the list of campus
seen scrambling around campus, we would be given one and a half organizations from which memfrantically aying to obtain the weeks to get letters together. This bers would be awarded point. lf
necessary letters required for the turned out to be two days. This we were not on the list, there
new RSVP housing polcould very well have
icy. Though many stu•
been several other
dents had decided to
organizations not
give this new policy a
given the opportunichance, all hopes of it
ty to tum in names
being a fair system have
for members to
now been crushed.
the much•
The new RSVP housing poli- receive
In addition to GPA,
needed points.
the new RSVP policy
Besides these
cy was poorly organized and inconsistencies,
awards points to stu•
dents for campus and
there is also the
poorly planned.
community involveissue of how fair this
ment, as well as
process
was.
employment. In order
Residence Life first
to be awarded points
mandated that all
for these criteria, students were was not adequate time for those letters be on official letterhead,
to submit letters of proof of who had to obtain letters from but later accepted e-mails. How
employment, organization mem- employers or community service was it ensured that these e-mails
bership, and community service project chairs.
were official?
involvement. The already-con•
Moreover, of the 118 student
TI1e entire process should
troversial policy took a turn for organizations on campus, not all have been better thought-out and
the worst on Friday when the ill• submitted lists of members and clear=t. We can only pray that
organiz.ed nature of this new pol- their identification numbers. the disorganization does not
icy was revealed.
Those that did literally had to result in unfair housing placeThe greatest problem was throw lists together at the last ments, or Jack thereof.
the fact that many students did minute, risking the omission of
not find out that the specified let• many members' names.
ters were due until The Hilltop's
Many student organizations,
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Waiting for Campus Police to
Serve and Protect
Tiunk back to when you first
Reportedly, the students some reason, there seems to be
came to Howard University. You were waiting for a taxi cab in the low police presence in these
looked forward to all the new lobby of Drew Hall and were areas. We ha'"-e all heard the horexperiences that you would made to wait in the courtyard ror stories of people being robbed
encounter here at Howard - the because they were too loud. We en route to Slowe Hall or Caf\.-er
people, the organizations,
Hall, or around
the parties, and all the
Drew Hall. Also,
new things you would
the area around the
learn. The last thing you
School of Business
would expect to experiis secluded and
ence is being shot.
prone to danger.
As shocking as this
It is the responsibility of the Since these arc
may seem, two residents
known
facts,
of Drew Hall were shot
Campus police to patrol cer- Campus Police
last weekend.
patrol these
tain high crime areas around should
The outrage that an
areas with intensiincident like this generty.
campus.
ates is not just due to the
While we are
distressing fact that we
not blaming this
live in an area where
incident on the
crime is commonplace. The thing believe that if the students were Campus Police, we still believe
that shocks us most is the fact going to be sent outside, there that things like this are preventathat this could occur so openly should have been campus police ble if security is heightened.
when we have a full police fon:e, accompanying them as a safety
We came to Howard
specificaliy for the purpose of precaution. They should not have University to prepare for leaderpatrolling this campus. Our ques- been made to wait outside alone. ship in America and the global
tion is: Where were the campus
We believe that the solution community - not to be innocent,
police when these two young men is an obvious one. It is no secret unprotected victims of shootings.
were being robbed, cl1ased, and that there are certain high crime
subsequently shot?
areas on and around campus. For
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Can WE ''Just'' be ·Friends?

Elections Allegations Are True
Nell Bradley

u

u
Courtney E. Nelson
Why Men and Women
Cannot be Friends
First of all, in order for a
relationshi11 between two individuals of the opposite sex to
work, they must have common
interests and values. Within a
so-called "friendship" there is
at least a mental attraction
present, because the two individuals "vibe" or feel the same
way about certain topics. This
intern causes the two to want
to spend more time together,
not necessarily for physical
reasons, but simply because
they share the same interest.
In doing my own personal
research, in books, online articles and surveys within many
of my classes, I have composed
my own theory.
C.O.U.R.T.: "Courtney's
Opinion (on) Understanding
Relationship Tension"
Men and Women are
genetically composed of hormones that attract them to one
another. It's human nature. When these two sexes are continually spending time together, regardless of any physical
attraction in the beginning,
there personalities have
already "clicked". As time progresses, a mental attraction

occurs, and you begin to see
past physical features that may
not have appealed to you in the
beginning because of the closeness you may feel to them
mentally. Secrets may be
revealed; goals, expectations
and other personal feeling will
eventually be shared. Once this
barrier is broken, another level
of connection, or bonding is
reached. At this point is where
most
"friendship"
lines
become unclear, o,· the point
where "Tension" arises.
Because we are only human,
this tension becomes something that is unavoidable, you
start to wonder if your "socalled" friendship can go further and become a relationship, or an individual begins to
have stronger feelings of love
and/or lust towards the other
person.
Exceptions to the Theory,
that are NOT acceptable...
You may say... what if...
1. Both individuals are
involved in other serious relationships?
However if the other relationships are in fact serious
where does tl1e need come in
for a relationship with anotl1er
person of the opposite sex?
•While in a relationship,
your partner becomes one of

your best friends, and by all
means fulfills your need of a
friendship with the opposite
sex. In a marriage, you are
marrying your best friend.
2. Lo,•ers that just did not
work out?
There will always be
uneasiness in speaking of current relationships, and maybe
even a yearning to get back
together, or the question of...
'what if...?
1. Childhood friends?
When Harry met Sally,
Love and Basketball, Brown
Sugar...shall I say more?
The One acceptable exception:
Homosexuality, you are a
female only attracted to
females or you are a male only
attracted to males. Example:
Will and Grace • (However, if
you are a faithful Will and
Grace fan, you know that
before they became best
friends they did try dating,
then soon after, Will realized
he was gay!)
I am still researching and
if you have any opinions you
would like to share with me, or
helpful resources, please feel
free to email me at nubiaessence2oo1@aol.com

Hopefully you have never
experienced being at a job that
you love only to have staff
members play snood all day in
the office, while you work diligently rumors about your termination and not being compensated your work arc tossed
around. When asked for an
ex'Planation, all I got was I do
not know.
This has been the routine
for the past few days in the
General Elections office as I,
worked as the Public Relations
Director, made flyers and
planned an event to make the
staff look better to tlte candidates, to the press, and the student body.
Corey Cunningham, the
General Elections chair, has
not made a statement to me
regarding my position. Instead
he has forced the Vice-Chair to
tell me that I will not be compensated for my hard labor.
The only way I knew that I was
no longer working with
General Elections was by noticing that someone else has
already assumed my job.
Despite attempting to contact
Corey on several occasions, I
would have had better luck

In the midst of the two
students getting shot Friday
Campus Police still has NO
intentions of doing their joband it's sickening!
On Sunday night after
spending twelve hours in The
Hilltop interviewing candidates and working on the magazine issue the last thing I
wanted was a dispute with
campus police.
A 4 a .m campus editor
Stephanie Crouch and staff
writer David Johns I decided
to call it a night.
All three of us live outside
The Towers and the only logical way to get home is to call
the student shuttle service. A
service tltat can be credited to
Cornell Williamson and his
administration; a
service
operated by students to transport people like me who NEED
to be on campus at night.
Last year campus police
complained that performing
late-night escorts was impeding their ability to protect students and now with the student shuttle service it has only
allowed for security to be lax
as ever.
Although the white caravan came quickly our laughter
about finally going home and
David loosing his cell phone
soon turned to horror.
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I have used this service
with no problem since it's
inception last semester but
tonight proved to be different.
Tonight instead of the usual
smiling student who drives the
van it was a disgruntled campus police officer who did not
look excited about doing latenight escorts as the student
driver usually is.
First she told us we needed to call campus police again
to report a third passenger was
coming along since the original report only listed two. We
obliged and the responding
officer said that they were not
allowed to take students to
personal residents and that
was firmly against "policy,"
But I could be dropped off at
the nearest dorm.
I have used the service
countless times and no one
ever said a damn thing about
taking me to my residence on
Euclid Street which is in spitting distance of the School of
Business.
I could've walked but considering two students got shot
less than a block from my
house I didn't want to chance
anything and having a gun
pointed at you is not like how
it's portrayed in the movies
and I say that from experience.
An argument ensued
between the officer and I and
she off course did not want to
deal with the situation and

I only want to know why I am
not being compensated and
why I am terminated in tlte
form of an apology from the
Elections Chair addressed to
me. In addition, I would also
like for Cory to write an apology to the candidates for his
nonchalant behavior, cancellation of speak-outs, and not
explaini ng the guidelines in
detail.
Please do not let my perspective in terfere witb your
voting on .March 6th . This
should give you more encouragement to vote, so the same
thing does not happen again.
Because this is a cycle in which
people are elected solely based
on cliques not qualifications.
Therefore, you need to vote for
the best candidate, not to tlte
person that just looks good.
And when candidates are elected into office please select people such as myself that have a
passion for what they are doing
because if you do not they will
just be wasting the office's
computer space downloadi ng
songs from Kazaa and using
your dinning dollars to get food
in the Punch-Out while you get
properly scrutinized in the
local paper.

The Hilltop is on Your Side!
If you are against the new housing RSVP policy, here is your
chance to get your letter read by members of the Board of
Trustees. Tear out this letter and drop it off at The Hilltop
office located on the Plaza level of the West Towers. Or mail
letters to 2251 Sherman Ave NW, Washington, DC 20001,
Attn: The Hilltop, or sub,nit online at
www.thehilltoponline.com. Letters will be submitted to the
Board of Trustees.

Campus Police Still Won't
Do Their Job
J osef Sawyer

finding Bin Laden.
Supporting my grievance,
regarding my wrongful termination, is 21-counted pages of
bard evidence. I am waiting to
hear back from the parties that
have received my grievance.
I am writing this perspective specifically because neither Corey nor the General
Elections have given me notification of termination nor do
they have any reason to deny
m~ compensation for my work.
This is not a matter of compensation but a matter of respect,
integrity, and professionalism.
I did not want to write a perspective but am forced to
because too 111any times I have
gotten no response.
I still do not know what I
have done to be terminated or
not compensated. Corey had
plenty of time to terminate me
and it seems ironic that he
would do it a few days before
elections. Maybe be needed
somebody to blame for the article that recently ran about him.
Whatever the reason there
comes a point in a woman's life
when she bas to stand up for
herself, and this has nothing to
do with being bitter but rather
wanting answers instead of
embarrassment, shadiness,
and trifling behavior. In return,

transferred me to her boss
who like an idiot told me I had
dialed the wrong number. I
then told the driver I was not
leaving the van until I got
escorted and I was not going to
accept the fact she wanted me
to walk from Cooke Hall to my
residence at 4 a.m. She then
called for backup and surprisingly four officers responded
to her call and I wondered if
the two students that got shot
received equal attention.
Eventually an Officer
Lockhart who responded to
the call took me home and on
the way back said as a mother
she could not let me walk
home. I commend her but it
should not take seven officers
to show they care about student security. That means one
in seven campus police officers
gives a damn if I live or die as
a student and that alarms me.
No one comes to college
hoping to get shot and as students we should feel safe in
our environment and we don't
and as of now it seems Chief
Reginald Smith head of campus police has done nothing
concrete to rectify the situation that has been the same
since my freslunan year. As
students is campus police
telling us we need to do their
jobs ourselves because they
are too lazy and lack the dedication to protect us?

The Hilltop

To the Howard University Board oJTrustees:
I am a Howard University student and I believe the newly implemented housing policies are unfair and unjustly implemented.
The Howard University Student Association has attempted to work
with Interim Dean, Franklin Chainbers and Residence Life on certain
issues concerning housing, but alas the students' concerns have not been
taken seriously and nwnerous policies have been implemented with little
regard for the interest of students.
I believe all freshmen and sophomores should be guaranteed housing.
Howard University attracts students from across the nation and the
appeal of the university extends internationally. It is unreasonable and
absurd for underclassmen to be forced to find off campus housing while
adjusting to university life and the rigors of academe at Howard.
Additionally, the residents of the West Towers should have 24 hour
visitation privileges reinstated. There have been no major incidents that
would justify the continued abandonment of this privilege.
Moreover, Residence Life has imposed a new RSVP policy that awards
selection privilege to students with higher GPAs and student involvement. I believe the policy creates a caste system. It has also been poorly
organized and planned, as demonstrated by the equal point distribution
for full-time einployment and participation in student organizations.
As a student at Howard University, I dein and that the aforementioned
policies are revoked.
Furthermore a committee should be established to oversee the implementation of Residence Life policies and insure that student voices are
heard and the interests of students are protected with future policies.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,

Name

Student ID #
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For Sale (cont.)

are due, paid in full, the
Tuesday and Friday
before
publication date.
Announcements by
campus organizations for
meetings, seminars or
nonprofit are charged $5
for the first 20 words and
$1 for every additional
five words. Individuals
advertising for the purpose of announcing a
service, buying or selling
are charged as local companies with a rate of $10
for first 20 words and $2
for every 5 words
thereafter. Personal ads
are $2 for the first 10
words and $1 for every
additional 5 words.

#1 Spring Break Free Trips.
Drinks/Meals Lowest Prices
Parties w/MTV/Jerry Springer
Featured w/MSNBC/Travel
Channel
Better than ever!!

,,.,..,,..,umeb1h1Pua&em
1-800-426-7710
#1 Spring Break Vacations!
Cancun, Jamaica, Acapulco,
Bahamas, Mazatlan, Florida,
SPadre. 110% Best Prices!
Book Now & get Free Parties &
Meals!
group Discounts. Now Hiriog
Campus Reps!
l-800-234-7007
endlesssummertours.com

and
Freda Henrv
l&l"ecutive Vice Fr~sllf~
clM,ducl.o'g Results Uito»i!
';li.itu llndentad'dW'jt ilrll

illedfcal/fin
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Attention Spring Breakers Travel
Free 2003 Free trips, drinks &
meals Party w/ MTV Hottest
Destinations Most Reliable

r.ira1Ufi1Wl7w~

fflD!'.efMAfPJathtouaam

New Jersey Club Meeting
Today
7:00 p.m.
Locke Hall Room 118
All arc welcome to attend

1-800426-7710

2 Bedroom and Bath
2BBR, IBA W/D, CAC, DW,
Newly Renovated (202) 423-9592
DAEABD@yahoo.com
$1200/month

------------l

Wouldn't it suck if
we lost the entire
A section after it
was con1pletely
finished? Oh,
yeah-- that
already happened-- last
night!
But ya' II held it
down-- Josef,
Shanelle, David.

(202) 8064749

BS

TRUSTEE EMERITUS,
THE HONORABLE
FRANKIE MUSE
FREEMAN
SIGNS

"A SONG OF FAITH AND
HOPE:
THE LIFE OF FRANKIE
MUSE FREEMAN"'

4:30 PM-6:00 PM

HOWARD UNIVERSITY BOOKSTORE
2225 Cco,r.in fwc. NW
\ Vosl1lngto11. DC 20059
202-238-2040 UI 1-800-919-5997

,V\.,w.h ubo0kst0rl'.con1

THANKS!
Your EiC-- who
nearly lost it

London............$242
Parls ... .............$264
Amsterdam.....$277
M adrid .............$312
Sydney .. ........$161 4

a nd NOT
j ust online

2-401 Penns11lvonlo Ave. NW
Suite G

Yaa s African Hair Braiding
Speciali7.ing in:
Individual braids
Kinky 1\•isl
Yero braids
pixie braids
Human Hair and more

Address: 2600 Sherman Ave NW
Washington DC 20001
Tel: (202) 387-7393

For more information, caU 20206-()021 or email
mhoover@howard.edu

Students Faculty Staff
Top Prices paid
For Used and Unwanted
textbook.\
TAJ Book Services
(202) 722--0701
Outside (202) Call
1-800-223-8250
Savings on new & used textbooks
Since 1982

-

FRIDAY. MARCH 7. 2003

Presents
The culturally Appropriate
Teaching
Conference: The Brilliance
Factor
Featuring Molefl Asante,
Founder or Afrocentricity, to be
held on
Thursday. March 6 in the
Blackburn Center.
Times and Speakers
JO a.m. Brilliant Black Babies
Hakim Rashid, Shawn Utsey,
·
Amina Copeland
11:lS a.m.
DCPS Board Members/Student,
Alumni
Panel
Peggy Cooper Cafritz, WIiiiam
Lockridge, J ohnathan Hutto
12:30 p.m.
African Contributions to
Science
Charles Floch
1:45 p.m.
Superintendent of a Black
School Oistricl at Grade Level
Ronald Ross
3:00 p.m.
Principal of a Black School
Above Level for 20 years
Nancy lcbinaga
S:00 p.m.
Founder of Afroccntricity
Molefi Asante

1----------~
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www.statravel.com

onun• ..... on

For Rent

Classifieds with
Ad-itude!

qU;iht} ,tcrat} evcnt!t.

,.,c

~===========

01111

•t.'11:lk,., ll•c HUB the -One-stop• dc:.tlnnllon
for yoi.::r gener I bOok purch0s~s and

If you arc against the WAR in
Iraq, join us in a nation wide
WALK OUT for PEACE on
Wednesday, March 5, 2003,
11:45am @ the Flagpole.
Call 806-7007 for more information.

Spring Break 2003
Tra,·el with STS. America's #
lStudent Tour Operator.
Cancun, Jamaica, Acapulco and
the Bahamas!
LAST MINUTE SPECIALS!
SAVE UPTO SI00 PER
PERSON!
Infor mat ion/Resen•at ions
1-800-648-4849/
ww-u.s tsrravel.com

Tutor Counselors are 11eedcd for
a six-week
Summer residential program
(June 22 to August I, 2003)
Juniors, Seniors, Graduate students with proficiency
in one or more or the following
areas should apply:
Mathematics, Science, engineering, Computer, Science.
English or Spanish. Applicants
must have a 2.33 or better CPA.
S1700.00 plus room and board
included
Applications are available:
Howard University TRIO
Programs
Undergraduate Library
Room L-41
(202) 806-5132
Application Deadline is
March 28, 2003

Hilltopics

Oi<

The WAR is coming.

Help Wanted

•

BOOKSTORE

Personals
SPRING BREAK! Cancun.
Acapulco, MataUan, S. Padre,
Jamaica, Florida, Bahamas
# I parties with exclusive appearances by DJ SK.RIBBLE and
SHAGGY!! Reliable air and best
hotels. Call 800-787-3787 or visit
www.studentexpress.com
for details.

Announcements

Political polling/ Data processing Democratic firm looking
for data processor Frr position
but some flexibility in hours possible. Knowledge of SPSS
desirable. Salary in the mid 20 s
with benefits. Please fax resume
to 2024674201.
No phone calls please.

N IV E R SIT Y

Want to Get Away?
Well Let Us Help You!
SPRING BREAK 2003 is now
Offering the Lowest rates to
sponsored by Student Express!
Africa, the Carribcan, Asia,
Cancun, Acapulco, Mazatlan,
Jamaica, Bahamas, South Padre, Europe, and vaxcation packages
all over the world. With a
Las Vegas. Florida, and lbiui:
mutil.ingunl travel agency speakBook early and get FREE
ing English, Spanish, French,
MEALS!
Kiswahilc and more, we will
Student Express sponsors the
understand where you want to
BEST PARTIES and is
go. Call Us For Your Travel
NOW HIRING salaried Sales
people, Campus Reps, and On-site Needs! Call Your Travel Agent
Staff. Contact www.studentex- Today @ (301) 231-8190 or email
cyta@erols.com
press.com or
1-800-787-3787 for details.
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